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Sunday Services, 11:00 a.m.,  385 Summit Boulevard, Big Bear Lake, CA 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
909-584-2040,  Email:  bvcse@earthlink.net.  Website: www.bvcrs.org 

 

Tabetha Johnson Riepe and Bella Shea  
“ Babies are Angels that fly to the earth, 

their wings disappear at the time of their birth 
one look in their eyes and we’re never the same 
They’re part of us now and that part has a name 

That part is your heart and a bond that won’t sever 
Our Babies are Angels, we love them forever.” 

Unknown author 
All of us here at the Bear Valley Church of 

Religious Science, Center for Spiritual Enrichment 
have come from other religions and teachings – none 
of us were born and raised in Religious Science and 
New Thought.  Well, the times they are a changin’!  
We’d like to present to you Bella Shea Riepe.  Bella 
(which literally means “beautiful”) was born June 20, 
2005 to Tabetha Johnson Riepe and Wayne Riepe. 

Oh, little Bella, what a wonderful time to be born!!  
Bella will grow up knowing that what she thinks she 
creates.  Her life will be truly amazing!!  Being love 
will be her destiny.  Can each of you just imagine what 
your life would have been like had you only been 
raised in Religious Science from birth!!  We thank you 
Tabetha and Wayne for allowing us to be part of this 
truly beautiful gift to the Universe. 

 
 

Please join us in August  
for these wonderful and gifted speakers: 

 
August 7th – Rev. Diane Borcyckowski 

(Returning Candidate) whose talk is entitled “No 
Mistakes,” and  Birthday Sunday 
 

August 14th – Rev. Mitzi Lynton (Returning 
Candidate) will speak to us on “Life:  Ingredients for a 
Perfect Recipe” 
 

August 21st – Rev. Shelly Heller (Returning 
Candidate) will base her presentation on “This Thing 
Called Life” by Ernest Holmes 
 

August 28th – Rev. Kaye Patrick (Candidate) 
whose talk is entitled “You Are The Power,” and  

Annual Membership Meeting 
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Practitioner’s Corner 
 

by Carolyn Dawley, RScP. 
 

"A miracle is not the suspension 
of natural law, but the operation of a 
higher law."   When we do treatment 
in Religious Science, we move into a 
consciousness, which is able to 
recognize the complete intelligence, 
order, and love that God shared and 

blessed us with as It created the entire universe. This 
awareness ignites the higher law governing whatever it 
is you desire to bring into expression and sets it into 
alignment with the good God wants you to have.  

I offer this treatment that you may know the 
love and care God has provided:  Let us go to the place 
where we are inwardly fed. Here we recognize there is 
just one Life and that Life is God's Life and that Life is 
the Life we all live and share. Within that Life, all that 
we will ever need already exists. God's creation is 
infinite and limitless and constant.  It bestows It's good 
on all alike. In this consciousness we are able to absorb 
the essence of Infinite Spirit and allow all of God's 
good to operate and flow easily through every 
expression. All has been given, we simply open the 
doors of good in consciousness and accept our gifts. 
On this higher level of understanding, anything that 
keeps us from our good can no longer exist, as we 
remind ourselves there is only God and only room for 
God in our experience.  In gratitude and deep 
appreciation for all our blessings I release these words 
into the Mind and Soul of God, which bestows It's 
grace upon every circumstance, situation, and 
relationship and meets all needs, all the time, for all of 
It's creation. 

And So It Is!   
Your Practitioner, Carolyn  

 

Your Practitioners 
 

These loving souls are available to help you with 
any challenges you might be facing: 

 

Carolyn Dawley – 585-5350 
Margaret Westling – 585-7954 

Sally Cornett – 936-5284 or 866-3456 
 
 
 
 

 
Mark Your Calendars 

August 7th –Birthday Sunday is the first Sunday 
of each month.  Bring your friends and shine your 
birthday light!   

August 7th – Concert On The Green – Nancy 
Walker fundraiser for the Moonridge Animal Park  

August 21st - Meet to Eat Sunday.  Because so 
many other community events are being held in 
August, and because we have a candidating minister 
every Sunday,  “Meet to Eat”  at the China Buffet is 
cancelled this month.  We plan to meet again on the 
third Sunday in September. 

August 28th -- Annual Membership Meeting 
 

Oct. 3rd-7th – Awakened World 2005 
Oct. 10th --  Dr. Masaru Emoto, will be speaking 

at the Northwoods Resort about The Mystery of Water 
and Humans 

 

Meet the Newest Members of the Halo Club 
 

Our Halo Club members for July are: 
 

Carolyn Dawley, Helene Erickson, 
Pete L’Heureux, Suzie Curtis & Bob 
Kopolow, and Sherry McDaniel 
 Join the kindness revolution.  

Imagine what would happen if there 
were an outbreak of kindness in the 
world, if everybody did one kind 
thing on a daily basis. 

Random Acts of kindness are 
those little sweet or grand lovely 
things we do for no reason except 
that, momentarily, the best of our humanity has sprung, 
exquisitely, into full bloom. 

To quote from Random Acts of Kindness:  To 
become the perpetrator of random acts of kindness, 
then, is to become in some sense an angel.  For it 
means you have moved beyond the limits of your daily 
human condition to touch wings with the divine 

. 

August Birthdays 
 

Eleanor Arnold, Richard Collins, 
Dorothy Cook, Ila Holmes,  
Judy Lindell-Saldino, Jillana 
Marshall, Don Meline, Shawna 
Patchen, Margo Penardi, Jeff Rees, 
Kay Rogers, Peggy Sanders Chandra Smith, 
Georgia Turner, Mark Westling  
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We Are Holding the Vision and Giving it Life!! 
 

 
 

It was brought to our attention after publishing our Visioning Statement 
last month that there were a couple of items that needed further refining 
and clarification so – here we are with the new and improved version!  
Please continue to hold this vision with us and invite our new minister into 
our midst. 

Revised 
 BVCRS has been truly blessed with the love and help we have received from Rev. Dr. Linda Logan who 
facilitated us in our visioning process for our new minister.  The following is the list of qualities and attributes that we 
know our new lead consciousness will possess: 
 

1. Someone who is assertive and confident and yet leads our church in a kind and gentle fashion; 
2. Someone who appeals to all age groups and draws in each generation; 
3. Someone who lives their life in integrity; 
4. Someone who is healthy in body, mind and spirit;  
5. Someone who lives from the highest sense of egoless self and is patient with everyone; 
6. Someone who is trustworthy in all matters; 
7. Someone who will represent our church community out into the local community; 
8. Someone who is 100% dedicated to our church and to Big Bear; 
9. Someone who teaches Science of Mind Principles as well as classes with an all-inclusive focus; 
10. Someone with an understanding and balance of all spiritual philosophies, as we honor all great religions; 
11. Someone who is qualified and interested in training more practitioners; 
12. Someone with enthusiasm and joy; 
13. Someone who stimulates a new thought every week; 
14. Someone with a sense of humor; 
15. Someone who is a team player in working with our Board of Trustees and the congregation; 
16. Someone who creates and nurtures a spiritual home and sense of family for all those who enter our doors; 
17. Someone who is available to all, and really listens and hears; 
18. Someone who is loving and kind; 
19. Someone who is respected and who respects each of us in return; 
20. Someone who we would each love to have as our best friend; 
21. Someone we feel safe in talking with, opening our hearts, and sharing our confidences; 
22. Someone who lives and speaks on an equal level with our spiritual family; 
23. Someone who is sincere and recognizes and owns their own humanity; 
24. Someone who is willing to enter into a mutual learning relationship with us; and 
25. Someone who is genuine and speaks from the heart. 

 
This person is already on their way to us.  We feel this, we know this.  Join with us in holding this vision every day.  
Open your hearts and arms and welcome our new spiritual leader into our spiritual family! 
 
 

In love & light, 
Your Board of Trustees 
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Read on and meet the people who are running for our five vacant Board of Trustee Seats 
(in alphabetical order, of course) 

Ila Holmes 
      I have been a member of 
the BVCRS since about 
1994.  My background since 
childhood, when my parents 
were very involved in their 
church life, discussing much 
of the inner workings of the 
church with me, has been 
with the Disciples of Christ 

(Christian) church, a mainstream Christian denomination 
tending toward the liberal side.   

I have been a member of several different churches 
in that denomination as I moved to different areas, but 
was always active in the church life, holding positions of 
Sunday School teacher, choir member, officer in the 
youth and women’s organizations, committee member, 
chairperson, and serving for several years on the church 
board of the last church.   

My sense of responsibility and loyalty prevented my 
exploring a different path, but as I attended and 
participated in discussions at the Bible study class, which 
was as in depth and non-doctrinal as would be possible in 
such a church, my gradually changing belief system 
began to say I needed to move on.  Therefore, when I 
physically did just that, I felt free to explore the Church 
of Religious Science in Big Bear.  Immediately I knew 
I’d found what I was looking for.  I took several classes, 
all of which assured me that I had made the right choice, 
and my life began to reflect that.  I have sung in the choir 
off and on, ushered and chaired the ushers, participated 
in the Pastoral Care Committee and often, along with the 
rest of us, help to clean up and keep things moving. 

I was married for 22 years, have 3 sons, 4 
grandchildren and 1 great-grandchild.  I worked for 23 
years as a physical therapist, the last 10 as a unit 
supervisor, providing care for handicapped children.  My 
hobbies are mostly singing, folk and square dancing, 
moderate hiking and traveling.  I have participated in 
various volunteer organizations, serving as chairperson 
and officer.  Currently I am on the board of DOVES and 
am a disaster worker for Red Cross. 

I would be honored to serve on the BVCRS board of 
trustees, and am interested in helping us move to a more 
functional and clear-cut structure which will work 
smoothly and be clear to everyone.  I know that the 
perfect minister will appear and that as we do the 
spiritual and earthly work required, we will also manifest 
a building of our own.   

Paul Penardi 
I am an acoustical 

consultant and audio 
engineer by profession.  I 
moved to Big Bear from 
Orange County in 1988 
with wife, Margo, and 
my daughters, Kaylinn 
and Kerri.   

I was raised a 
Catholic in New England and survived 12 years of 
Catholic school (my mother felt that this would help 
me to become a good person).  After the high school 
passage, however, I ceased attending church because it 
didn't quite "ring my bells", if you'll pardon the pun.  
Something was definitely missing, and I found that 
hypocrisy, the fear and guilt philosophy, and the 
exclusion of people following other spiritual paths 
most unacceptable.   

Fast forward about 40 years, and I "stumbled" onto 
BVCRS in the capacity of an advisor to BVCRS in the 
purchase of an audio system for our church.  I attended 
a service one Sunday after the system was installed, 
and kept coming back (this was about five years, ago).  
In spite of difficulties I had with my religious 
upbringing, I had often felt that God was a kind of 
"vapor" that permeated everything in the universe.  I 
had no idea that a spiritual community existed that 
believed in something quite similar to this concept!  I 
also started playing drums, again, after a long absence 
which brings me joy and led to helping make music in 
our church.   

I have completed the first year of classes in 
Foundations of Science of Mind, play drums in our 
little band on Sundays to accompany High Spirits, and 
oversee our audio system.  I love my spiritual 
community and I am so grateful to have been 
introduced to new thought spirituality.  It has changed 
my life so incredibly.  I have a very strong feeling that 
Spirit wants me to act as a spiritual ambassador 
bringing joy and love to all whom I encounter, so I 
consider this an important goal in my life.  I appreciate 
being considered as a candidate for the Board of 
Trustees of BVCRS.   
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Margo Stewart 
My name is Margo 

Stewart. I arrived in Big 
Bear nearly eight years ago 
seeking the natural 
sanctuary this beautiful 
mountain valley had to 
offer. I came to heal, clear 
away, refresh and renew. I 

came to remember who I am.  
Here I found a relaxed loving community of others 

willing and able to recognize the wisdom in the teachings 
of great masters. Here, a community of interested 
persons gather and rejoice in voice, song and prayer 
lending powerful inspiration and encouragement. Then 
we peacefully listen in meditation to the whisper of 
divine guidance from within the heart and mind of each 
of us. This is my church, this is my community.  I have 
been a member for seven years.  I have taken extensive 
classes in Religious Science and New Thought, as well 
as other  practitioner preparation studies. 

 I was raised in Orange County with loving parents, a 
twin brother and older sister all steeped in the daily 
activities and traditions of the Presbyterian Church. We 
were sixth in generations of Presbyterian theologians and 
collage professors from which my twin followed suit. I 
graduated from Anaheim High in 1974, and then worked 
my way though college as an instructional aide for 
special education, and as a counselor for special needs 
with Tri-City Parks and Recreation and as camp 
counselor with the YMCA. 

I received my AA degree from Cypress College and 
worked as a volunteer in mission for the Presbyterian 
Church before transferring to U.C. Santa Barbara. There 
I was a Social Science Combination Major/Cultural 
Anthropology emphasis. It was during these college 
years my fascination with comparative culture/religious 
philosophies grew and I quickly recognized the greater 
significance of this knowledge for higher consciousness 
in human acceptance, as well as understanding a path for 
world peace. 

After breaking my back my senior year of college, 
necessity shifted my interest to healing through 
preventive medicine and holistic healing arts thus 
beginning a long career heading up the massage 
department for four different sports training and testing 
facilities and doctors offices in the beach communities of 
Orange County. Teaching, healing, and counseling on a 
personal level with all ages and abilities until my own 
mind body and spirit choose to stop. Testing the waters 
of Real Estate, I took a job with a mid range developer of 
golf course communities as a market researcher in land 
acquisition. I loved my job and for a number of years it 
served me well. 

Until their recent passing, the past ten years I have 
been a primary caregiver for both my ailing parents. 
Currently I enjoy working with one of our church’s 

matriarchs, Bobbie Hunsaker, as her personal 
assistant/caregiver, while taking on-line classes. I 
never married, nor do I have children. I have a great 
love for travel, as well as being here at home with all 
of you in Big Bear. What’s next? It will be wonderful 
to see! 
 
Taras Stratelak 

I’ve been a 
spiritual seeker/ 
thinker for about as 
far back as I can 
remember.  How 
many kids have you 
met that were already 
contemplating their 
mortality at the ripe 
old age of 9?  

 I was raised a Catholic but I saw little relevance in 
it to real life and stopped participating in my early 
teens.  A brush with a Philosophy Professor at the 
Univ. of Michigan made me into a pretty avowed 
Atheist, and it was only in my mid-twenties that I came 
to see what I now call “the hand of God” in my life (all 
along, it would seem!)  Since then I’ve been 
thoroughly exposed to the Mormon belief system, 
taken a “World Religions” class to bolster my personal 
research, completed the Introductory Science of Mind 
class and, most of all, always kept thinking: trying to 
meld my spiritual understanding with my richly varied 
life experiences.  These experiences range from being a 
student to being (literally) a ditch digger to soldier to 
office manager to being a Realtor (my present 
occupation.)  My educational background includes 
Fine Arts, History, Liberal Arts and three years of 
Business School (accounting major.) 

I never thought I’d find an organized religion that 
would “fit” me until my introduction to BVCRS in 
1999.  I plunged right in.  I’m here because what you 
believe nearly perfectly matches what I have come to 
believe. 

I’m a 20-year resident of these mountains and my 
service background includes holding the positions of 
Treasurer and then VP of the Sunset Lions Club of Big 
Bear.  I’ve also been the “Inspector” (the person in 
charge of each voting precinct) in every election for 
roughly five years.  And if it helps get me elected, I’ve 
even been known to help cherished friends lift and 
carry heavy objects (i.e. “help them move!)   

At present I am the bassist in the Rhythm Spirits 
band and I help set up and break down the Church on 
Sundays.  My vision for Our Church is this:  As Our 
Church strengthens and nourishes each of us on our 
individual spiritual journey so, too, will Our Church be 
strengthened.  This will cause us to grow and along the 
way I vision a Church building of our own (preferably 
with vaulted ceilings and a lake view!)  
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(Board candidate Tadas Stratelek – continued) 
 

 I am honored to even be nominated for the Board of 
Trustees and if entrusted with this responsibility I will do 
my best to serve wherever ‘tis needed.   

Lana Tice 
     I moved to Big Bear 
about 4 years ago and 
immediately became a 
member of BVCRS.  I 
moved to Big Bear 
specifically to move up 
my spiritual path.  

 I am fairly new to 
Religious Science.  I 
found it in 1997 at 
Seaside Church in 

Encinitas. From the first Sunday morning that I heard 
Rev. Christian Sorensen speak, I was hooked. I could not 
believe that there was an organized spiritual community 
that held the same beliefs and philosophy as mine.  I took 
many classes and loved spending my Sunday mornings at 
Seaside Community.  

One of the prerequisites for moving to Big Bear was 
that there be a church of this type, so I was overjoyed to 
find BVCRS and I love our spiritual community.  I have 
taken many classes through the church including the year 
long Course in Miracles. After that class, my thinking 
definitely took a turn upward and I see the world in light. 
I served on the Board as treasurer in 2002-2003. 
Because, I love this community I want to serve and work 
toward growing our church, finding us a permanent 
home and hiring a loving minister.  

 

Your Current Board of Trustees 
 

Suzie Curtis, President (584-7747) 
Carolyn Dawley, Vice President (585-5350) 

Leslie L’Heureux, Secretary (585-9862) 
Gena Hester, Treasurer (585-4410) 
Jerry Strain, Member (585-6372) 

 
Be sure to attend the Annual Meeting on August 28 

and vote for new Board members.  Jerry Strain’s term is 
up and there are five unfilled positions, so we have five 
open spots on the Board.  

Absentee ballots have also been mailed.  If you are 
unable to attend the Annual Meeting, please return your 
Absentee Ballot to BVCRS, P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear 
Lake, CA 92315 
 

News Flashes From the Center!! 
 

Concert on the Green 
 

Our Music Director, Nancy Walker, will be having her 
annual "Concert On the Green" at the Inn at Fawnskin, 
Sunday August 7th, at 6:30 pm, benefiting the 
Moonridge Animal Park.  This year's tribute is 
"Sentimental Journey; The Songs of World War II".  
The concert sells out every year, so see Nancy for your 
tickets! 

Soul Food Sunday 
A note from your Music Director~ 

 

Our Music Ministry is supported not only by your 
weekly tithes, but also by fundraisers.  In order to bring 
new music to our services, I attend one to two 
conferences per year that are designed for music 
directors and ministers, to get inspiration, ideas, and 
wonderful new music!  In September, High Spirits will 
be hosting a bake auction, where you will be able to 
bid on delectable pies, cakes and other scrumptious 
baked goods to take home with you!  We hope you will 
participate in, and enjoy this new fundraiser for our 
Music Ministry. 

With Love, Nancy 
 

The Mystery of Water and Humans 
 

Dr. Masaru Emoto, whose 
water crystal photographs were 
featured in the movie What 
the #$*! (Bleep) Do We Know?, 
will be speaking in Big Bear on 
Monday, October 10, 2005 at 7 
pm at Northwoods Resort.  Dr. 
Emoto, a Doctor of Alternative 

Medicine, will speak on The Mystery of Water and 
Humans. 

 Dr. Emoto's research captures the crystalline 
structure of water at the moment of freezing, and 
demonstrates the effects of our consciousness on 
water.  Water records information and carries it around 
the planet.   As humans are 70 % water, we are also 
affected by the words, thoughts and intentions directed 
toward us by others.  Therefore, we are directed to "put 
our prayers in the water".   Dr. Emoto's research has 
profound implications for our health and the well being 
of the planet. 

 For further information about Dr. Emoto, visit 
www.hado.net.  Tickets may be purchased through the 
church, or online at www.aplacetogrow.com .  Please 
purchase tickets early as Dr. Emoto's events 
consistently sell out.  His books and products will be 
available, and he will sign books purchased at the 
event.  For further information, you may also contact 
Gina Weiss at (909) 585-7228. 
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Meet our Sponsors 
 

ADVERTISE! 
 Let your spiritual community know about the services and products you provide.  We want to support you!  You 

are invited to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, which reaches over 300 people.  Please provide 
camera ready art and a check for $25 to the church office (or any Board member) for the September issue by August 
14th.  Questions?  Call 909-584-2040. 
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This newsletter is being sent to someone who is loved and respected. 

Bear Valley Church of Religious Science 
Center for Spiritual Enrichment 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
 

Sunday Service:  Masonic Lodge 
Address:  385 Summit Boulevard 
Time:  11:00 a.m. 
 

Church Offices: 
502 W. Big Bear Blvd. 
Big Bear City, CA 92314 
 

Phone:  909-584-2040 
Fax:      909-584-2040 
 

You can email at: 
bvcse@earthlink.net 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.bvcrs.org 
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Our great speakers this month include: 
 

Rev. Diane Borcyckowski (Returning Candidate) 
Rev. Mitzi Lynton (Returning Candidate)  
Rev. Shelly Heller (Returning Candidate)) 

Rev. Kaye Patrick (New Candidate) 


