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385 Summit Boulevard, Big Bear Lake, CA

Turn your clocks
BACK one hour
on Sat, 10/28

Rev. Diane
Borcyckowski

Dear Ones,

October marks my first anniversary with you. It
seems incomprehensible to me that a year has flown by
already!. Perhaps it's because for the first six months |
was commuting to Big Bear and didn't really get started
being a part of this community until April, when | moved
into my new home. [I'm still learning names, getting lost
while looking for locations and now I'm anticipating my
first “real winter” in Big Bear. So much newness and
growth — I'm loving it!

Growth is on my mind these days. Actually, it's
always on my mind. One marks a life by experiences of
growth, through challenge and change. As your
minister, I'm sort of your “growth supervisor” and as
such, I'm always looking for opportunities to expand the
possibilities for us to practice the principles of our
philosophy and reap the results of “more and better” in
this thing called Life.

Lots of people are looking for “more and better”,
especially those who have never heard of our
philosophy...those who already believe in the principles
we teach but don’t know there is a church that expresses
and promotes these ideas...to those who have simply
given up on religion and church because their prior
experience with it has been full of dogma, sin and
punishment.

At a party | recently attended, | was talking with a
gentleman about current events. In the course of about
ten minutes, he uttered the same phrase three times —
“The world is going to hell in a hand-basket”. Finally, |
felt compelled to respond to his negative viewpoint. |
asked him to give me an example of why he felt this
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way. He named the typical things — crime, murder,
violence, drug addiction and war — loose morals, the
rising cost of living, etc. (At first, | was sorry | aske

But then | decided to pursue this subject and asked him if
he was a criminal, a murderer, addicted to drugs, had
loose morals, would bomb someone or couldn’t afford to
pay his bills. He said, “Of course not!” | asked further if
any of his family or friends participated in any of those
negative things. He said, “Absolutely not, | don’'t have
people like that in my life!”

As you can imagine, this was a trap. | proceeded to
say “the world consists of your people and my people
and none of our people are committing crimes, etc. are
they? The world ALSO consists of billions of other
people who are good, give charitably, serve the
community, support their families and behave peacefully
as well. It is the few that are ‘going to hell in a hand-
basket”, not the world. It justeemdike the majority
because we are bombarded daily with only the bad and
negative”. | implored the man not to support the
“bombardment” in his mind or to spread it by words out
of his mouth. I'm sure by his condescending smile, he
was thinking“ what a Pollyann&’ That's ok... because
what | said evidently made a difference, since the fflest o
our conversation was spent talking about how his
daughter made the honor roll and his son was accepted tt
a college of his dreams. The gentleman himself had just
received a promotion and a raise at his work and his
mother whom they thought was dying is reviving and
feeling better than ever. (I also saw him driving away in
a new BMW that didn't even have its official license
plates yet).

Yes, the horrible events and misguided people who
contribute to “hell” are a big concern in our society, but
we mustn’t let the subject get blown out of proportion.
Every generation since the Age of Industrialization must
have felt that Armageddon was on its way and in modern
times, even more so perhaps because communication ir
the world is constantly getting more and more advanced.
So “word” travels with more mass and speed, whether
that word is of goodness and Light or violence and
negativity.



How can we use the news of foreign and domestic

violence for our collective good instead of letting it take

TODAY

us to hell in a hand-basket? By speaking out FOR
foreign and domestic peace, brotherly/sisterly love, and
acts of charity and kindness. Letak upthe good and
offer healing words and healing prayer and education to
everyone we meet about human potential and the
inherent Divinity in us all.

October is the month in which DOVES is attempting
to educate the public about the challenges of domestic
violence in our community. Our Church, among others,
has been asked to recognize the victims of domestic
violence by ringing a bell and saying a prayer at 11:00
on Sunday, Octobef"8- a request we shall honor.

We can acknowledge the problems in our world,
without sinking into the mire of negativity. In fact — we
must acknowledge what's not working and educate
ourselves about the facts, and then educate others by
sharing the Truth as we know it, as we practice it and as
we reap the good results of prayer and service.

What can you do? Bring someone to church who
thinks that the world is going to hell in a hand-basket so
they can get a glimmer of Light and perhaps, one day, he
or she will join us in the collective consciousness of
good, beauty and a life of fulfilment and peace.

Life is Good & All is Well,

Please join us in October

I
Do not
Want to step so quickly
Over a beautiful line on God’s palm
As | move through the earth’s
Marketplace
Today.

| do not want to touch any object in this world
Without my eyes testifying to the truth
That everything is
My Beloved.

Something has happened
To my understanding of existence
That now makes my heart always full of wonder
And kindness.

| do not
Want to step so quickly
Over this sacred place on God’s body
That is right beneath your
Own foot

As |
Dance with
Precious life

Today.

-Hafiz- ( A Sufi poet)

Your Practitioners

October T This is the Way, Walk Ye in It
October & For Better or For Worse
October 14 Return to Ah's

October 22nd Homecoming

October 29th The Ghost of the Guilties
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"It's That Time Again”

Here's a timely opportunity to help you get started with
your Christmas shopping and decorating your home and
office for the holiday season. BVCSE is here to help you
out. We are selling pine wreaths, garlands and centerpieces
as a fundraiser for our church. You can arrange for direct
delivery of your orders. It is a WIN-WIN for all of us!

There will be information and order sheets available
each week before and after services starting Octotler 1
Fot[1 timely delivery, orders need to be placed by November
15"

These loving souls are available to support you in
prayer for any challenges you might be facing.

Carolyn Dawley
585-5350

Sally Cornett
936-5284 or 866-3456



From the Board

Practitioner’'s Corner

Greetings, to each and every one of
you! This is indeed an exciting time of
change, transition and growth for our
Spiritual community. Over Labor Day
weekend, we held the successful
building fundraiser production of
Always Patsy Clinevhich netted almost
$12,000. We send our heartfelt thanks
and gratitude to EVERYONE on stage,
behind the stage, in front of the stage,
outside of the stage and our own food
court volunteers who helped make this
event the success it was for us.

At our August board meeting, we said good-bye to our
retiring Board members Suzie Curtis, Leslie L'Heureux,
Carolyn Dawley, and Gena Hester, who all agreed to help
with the transition of responsibilities to the new board
members. Carolyn and Suzie agreed to stay active as
Consultants to the Board. The Board warmly welcomed
newly elected members Bradley Winch, Suzanne Klump,
Jan Sloan and myself, Judy Farry. With Rev. Diane’s
guidance, we reassigned Board Committee opportunities to
serve as we proceed in this next year of our community life.

By the time this newsletter is published, we will have
had our September Board meeting and our Visioning
Retreat on September 30. Since we accept our purpose “to
inspire and nurture spiritual growth by accepting a loving,
all-inclusive community through teaching, healing and
serving for the highest good of all’, we look forward to
sharing the outcome of our day of visioning.

From my heart, | share my deepest gratitude for this
opportunity to serve BVCSE as your President of the Board
of Trustees this year. | believe that everyone’s voice gets to
be heard as we are all expressiongsofi's Voice | am
humbled and honored to serve. | am always open to listen
to your thoughts and feelings about this spiritual
community. | trust we will be able to flow with each
other’s thoughts and desires in mind and in heart as we
allow ourselves to be in perfect balance as we stay “in Joy”
and “open at the top”.

Namaste,

As we journey together
through autumn, take time tg
be good to yourself. Find man
opportunities to slow down and
observe the beauty in nature as ‘#
it cycles into its time of
harvest. Bring your thoughts tg
your special place in ou
magnificent forest. Maybe it is
near the lake or perhaps at
one of the hills overlooking ou
valley. When you arrive at ju
the perfect place you may rest—————
in the shade beneath a glorious pine. Breathe the swee
crisp air. Feel the gentle breeze. Quiet your mind and just
be.

Notice the golden autumn sunlight as it dances on the
forest floor. Feel the warm rays as they caress your
shoulders and marvel at the clear blue sky above. Look
around, wherever you happen to be. Divine order and action
are happening before your eyes. A world of natural ever-
renewing beauty presents itself. Pine needles and leaves ar
falling. Plants are storing the last rays of a warm sun.
Everything is getting ready for a winter nap. Squirrels play
as they collect food for the snow covered season ahead.

The patterns we see in nature are reflected in our lives.
We are always moving forward into the next season of our
experience, the old seasons having brought us to this place
Divine order and action is operating in, through, and as
each person, all of life, everywhere, all at once! Immersed
in the Divine pattern, we open to change and the promise of
new wonders and exciting discoveries. We walk together in
the energy of love. We move forward into our new season
as Divine unfoldment guides the way. We accept the
awesome bounty of goodness and endless potential before
us.

Hold these thoughts in the tenderness of your heart and
the openness of your mind as this glorious season of harves
unfolds. Bless this journey into the beauty around us for it
reminds us of the endless gifts God bestows upon Its
Creation. Allow the gifts of your harvest to manifest in each
moment. The magnificent blessings of Spirit are with you
now and always.

ON TITHING &0, H

HOWD YoUR S2RVON 1 i OF THEM STAYED AWAKE .
oney? |

[




Angel of the Month

A real angel moved through our experience for the
past five years and now that she has moved away we
will all miss her dearly. Lana Tice came to us from Dr.
Christian Sorenson's Seaside Church of R.S. where she
must have learned about "the heart of God loving and
the hands of God serving" very well as she has been a
real example of that ideal.

This independent young woman moved to Big
Bear, bought a home, settled in, and with her national
certification as a Holistic Health Practitioner opened
her dream, "Believe In Magic Body Spa". Many of us
benefited from her healing massages and enjoyed her
selection of relaxing, healing, beautiful and unusual
gifts and hand made clothing fit for a goddess.

Almost immediately Lana became involved with
the Mountain Healing Arts group and also served on
the steering committees for the Women of Wisdom
conferences. With her generous and "can do" nature
Lana soon found herself on our church board not once,
but twice as she served both as our Treasurer and then Bear Valley Center for
as our Bookstore Manager. Spiritual Enrichment

A master quilter, Lana was inspired and with a
little help from some of our talented members, she
created the beautiful wall hanging we enjoy each
Sunday in our sanctuary. Then she presented her
research on each religion depicted on the hanging
during Sunday services and in our newsletters. Thank
you Lana, we learned a lot!

Lana tells me "It is good to make friends and
spend time with like-minded people. Church is a way
to reinforce what we already know. Spiritual
community enhances us and keeps us centered. It is a
wonderful thing".

Her love of travel and adventure led her to Peru
and Costa Rica as well as Big Bear and now on to
Oregon! We are happy for Lana as she opens the door
to yet another passage on her path. Lana has purchased
a new home in Eugene and plans to work in
accounting (her first career) for awhile as she allows
Spirit to "grow" her forward.

Best wishes and loving light go with you sweet
angel lady, and our deepest gratitude for your touching -
our lives so beautifully. Lana's cell phone # is; 909- October Birthdays
653-5094 and her new address is; 895 Travis Ave.
Eugene, Or. 97404. She would like to keep in touch
with her Big Bear friends!

We'll miss you, Lana....

A Religious Science Community

Our purpose is to inspire and nurture spiritual growth
by accepting a loving, all-inclusive community through

teaching, healing, and serving for the highest good of
all.

We are the Mind of God knowing, the Heart of
God loving, and the Hands of God serving.

Many are the ways all of us pray to One God.

Bob Henrich Sherry McDaniel

Kaylinn Penardi Kerri Penardi

Cindy Venuto Margaret Westling
Bill Yeager




Your Church Board

Agape Experiences

Officers
Judy Farry, President 584-1525
Margo Stewart 584-7637
Susanne Klump, Secretary 338-9362
Jan Sloan, Treasurer 866-0652

Members at Large

Paul Penardi 585-2673
Bradley Winch 866-5960
Rev. Diane Borcyckowski
Home Office: 909-338-1125
Cell: 909-831-7370

Domestic Violence Awareness Month

Our church has been invited to join with other Big
Bear Valley congregations and DOVES of Big Bear
Valley, Inc. in recognition of Domestic Violence
Awareness Month in October.

DOVES is seeking the involvement of the faith
community in raising awareness about violence with
marital and other relationships — a crisis that affects
people of all ethnicities, genders, economic groups, and
religions, as well as children and teens in alarming
numbers. The theme this year is “A Violence-Free
Community Begins with Violence-Free Families”

The Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment is
honored to participate in raising consciousness in our
own community as well as in our extended family of Big
Bear Valley.

On Sunday, October"8at 11:00 a.m., we will join
other faith communities in prayer begun by the ringing
of a bell to signify our resounding desire for Peace and
Love to reign in the lives of all humanity.

We are grateful to have a DOVES Outreach Center
in our community as they provide information,
counseling and emergency assistance, including a long-
term shelter program to help victims improve their lives.

If you or anyone you know needs assistance, the 24
hour Crisis hotline is 800-851-7601. As a community,
we can reach out to the many who don’t know where to
turn and BVCSE vows to work together to strengthen
the bonds of love.

Peace & Love,

/ n
DOVES Directorof Program Services
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This year'sAgape Music
Symposium & Arts Festival g\g
was an inspiring three day \
event for all of us who Jr IJ‘ (3¢
attended. A new feature
was added this year, the ( (“
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“Mountain Top Open Stage
and Networking Center”,
which was a tented area
outside the building with a ‘,‘w“ ".Qg“z

keyboard and microphone, so
that everyone could share their
music, and people could stop and listen or sing along as they
were arriving in the morning, or at lunch time. Some great
music was shared during this time!

Each day we had a “Choir Lift Off”, and | think everyone
enjoyed our choir experiences where different music directors
from all over the United States taught us new music, in a
hurry! Each one only had %2 hour to teach us one or two new
songs, in parts. Some of the other sessions we experience
were visioning, creating a new service, sound healing, the
business side of music ministry, and youth music programs.

A lot of wonderful ideas were shared, and | personally
was very inspired by seeing what Agape is doing in their
youth music and arts ministry. Every evening we were
privileged to enjoy a concert, with many and varied artists,
which blew us all away! We were on our feet most of the
time, either singing, clapping, or dancing in the aisles! If |
had to choose one thing that inspired me most about the entire
experience, it was seeing how dance can be incorporated intc
a service, and how it can touch us in yet another way. It is
not just music that reaches a place inside us that words
cannot, but so can dance! | look forward to adding this art
form to our service in the future. Thank you for assisting us
in going to the Symposium this year-we are ready and raring
to go again! Nancy Walker, Music Director

| thoroughly enjoyed the whole experience. | had a
calling to fulfill a dream when | heard Peter Alsop perform. |
want to reach out in the community to teenagers with some of
his music. He was amazing! | also really enjoyed sharing
this with the whole Choir. It made it special to be all
together. Wish Rev Diane could have been there. No way to
describe the whole experience, “you had to be there” to really
getit. Dea Early

| loved participating in the Agape Music Symposium!

One of the things | liked the most was the session on better
integrating the music with the rest of the service. Many ideas
were presented by participants on how THEY do a service
and | learned much from the variety of ideas. We even
designed our own service as an experiment and | really liked
the way it came out. | hope we can try some of these ideas a
our Center. Thanks BVCSE for making this event possible
for so many! On the upbeat, Bob Kopolow
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Agape — the Memories Continue

\ .

The chance to meet people fromgeneral audience that she would give out information
s0000 many places that are doing theregarding what notes were healing for different health
same thing was wonderful. Also just issues. She didn't even touch on that, nor did we get a
———~ the "Agape" group themselves was handout. However, the workshop was wonderful. | also

inspirit-rational as well. And it was also very enjoyed the camaraderie of being with our own group,
\S_ nice having so much time with our group in thatgetting to know each other a little better.

setting to interact and have fun. Marla Henrich
| am really glad | was able to go! Thanks to all who supported
us! Rob Early Imagine our Sunday service multiplied by ten times

the number of people, with a catered organic lunch and

I've been thinking about how to express my reaction to Agapginner followed each evening by a dynamite concert.
all week. What can | say but "they knocked my socks off'? Agape was like spending three days surrounded by loving
never have been to such a transforming, enriching, exciting aolk of all colors, genders and fashion choices (ask about
beautiful event. | appreciated every minute from the visiomnhe sarongWwhere no one was a strangeWe learned
building for the music service session through the raucous nighinpteen new songs every day along with all about music
concert with words | couldn't make out. The breakout sessiors a ministry unto itself, even down to the cellular level!
were rushed and | would like to have at least an all-day focus ¢#m sure you could tell that we had a blast, and you're
each topic | attended, which were “The Spoken Word” omoing to see real changes and refinement in how our hand:s
Thursday and “Youth/Family Ministry” Saturday afternoon. and voices serve Our Congregation.

Agape has collected a fabulous group of people who areOn a personal note, | reconnected with dance after not
wholeheartedly committed to their part of that spirituadving done any modern or jazz dance in over a decade. |
community. And what talent they have amassed! Even the sifjugieed Rob Early and numerous dancers in the performance
suggestions from Rev. Leon as the Youth Minister like "we d@f'tOm Shanti” and while | was into it | felt a “pop” in my
feed our children sugar or animal products” made sense to riggt arm. Lo and behold, a twenty year old torn rotator
Each session leader discussed how they design their programsfftinjury decided to heal and now | can chuck tennis balls
be inclusive of their members in that they get the adult gragvn the street with my dog without any pain whatsoever.
members to help mentor the children in various areas. Of coArse all | was trying to do was to give myself up to Spirit
the music, new and old, was wonderful. | look forward while not botching up my steps. Hmmm...
developing our spiritual ministries with their model in mind. Love, and many thanks for sending us...

Thank you to our congregation for helping this experience Taras
happen for me.

Judy Farry This symposium was a magical experience for me. |
jumped at the chance to sing beautiful songs with so many

As usual, |enjoyed all of the Agape Symposium. Thavonderful voices and | very much enjoyed all the good
presentation of designing the order of service and the music (wherisic, conductors and speakers.
and what to use) was very informative and lots of fun. A few sessions | attended really stood out. | enjoyed

The youth program was fabulous. We need to do lots ahe “Create a Service” session very much, in which music,
treatment and visioning for our own development of a youtimovement and the spoken word were woven together to
program. | was amazed at the virtue program presented byeate a memorable church service. | attended one
Jennifer Russell that may be included into the LA school system. breakout session devoted to movement. As | have not

| attended a breakout workshop with Jackie Hairston - | dondanced for many years, the opportunity to move through
know the title, but presented the idea that everyone can sing. Sipace was particularly special. And, the music we brought
spoke about the healing of singing, even humming andack from the symposium will be heard right inside our
rocking. One interesting statement she made 'Bésssed are the wonderful Center!
flexible, as they will not be bent". Each person in the room was Speaking for all of us, we just loved it and can't wait
given the mike and sang in front of the group. We also made up@share what we have learned. Thanks to the Church for
song as each person was given the mike and built on what the Igshding all of us to Agape!
person had sung. Rickie Byers-Beckwith’s mom was in this group Sherry Noone
- what a kick she is. It was an important workshop for me
personally to know that even though | don't have much volume, |
can be a unique expression of God through me. One of the reasons
| thought | was going was because she mentioned in the



Meet our Sponsors

ADVERTISE!

Let your spiritual community know about the services and products you proddevant to support youYou are
invited to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, which reaches ovexop0f [Please provide camera ready
art and a check for $25 to the church office (or any Board member) for the November iSsitetey 15.

Questions? Call 909-584-2040
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This newsletter is being sent to someone who &llend respected.

Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment
A Religious Science Community
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315

Sunday Service Masonic Lodge
Address: 385 Summit Boulevard
Time: 11:00 a.m.

Church Offices:
502 W. Big Bear Blvd.
Big Bear City, CA 92314

Phone: 909-584-2040
Fax: 909-584-2040

You can email at:
bvcse@earthlink.net

Visit our website at:
www.bvcse.org




