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Sunday Services, 11:30 a.m.  578 Bonanza Trail, Big Bear Lake  
(Across the street from the Little Greenhouse florist) 
(Next door to Mama Bear’s Vitamins) 

  P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
  909-866-7100, Email:  bvcse@earthlink.net.  Website: www.bvcse.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Our beloved home in February 2010 
 
 
 

 

 
The Light of God surrounds us, 

The Love of God enfolds us, 

The Peace of God fills us, 

For wherever we are… God is, I am. 

 
And so it is. 

 
 

 

 

March Topics 
 

Mar 7th  The Love of Nature 
The plants and animals have so much to teach us 
about trusting the Universe to provide all that we 
need.  And the lessons of unconditional love that 
we receive from animals are a true gift from 
God. 
 

Mar 14th    Living the Science of Mind 
The Science of Mind is comparatively new, but 
the mental   experience of the Life Force/God is 
as old as the history of man.  It is new in that in 
our lifetime we have put together all findings 
which contribute to the establishment of man’s 
relationship with the Universe, to the end that 
we may apply our spiritual understanding to the 
everyday problems of life. 
 

Mar 21st      Wisdom for Cooling  
the Flames of Anger 

 
Anger is something we all experience from time 
to time. We will look at the teachings of 
Buddhist monk and author Thich Nhat Hanh and 
other wise teachers who have many beautiful, 
effective and wise tips for handling anger.   
     

Mar 28th  The History and Teachings of TAO    
       

The Taoist attitude is to go with life—to go all 
the way, without any conditions or fear.  
Wherever life leads, joyously go with it. 

Our purpose is to inspire and nurture spiritual growth by accepting a loving, all inclusive 
community through teaching, healing, and serving, for the highest good of all.  

We are the Mind of God knowing, the Heart of God loving, and the Hands of God serving. 
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From our Minister 
 
 

Dear Beloveds, 
 
During the month of 

March, Mother Nature thrills 
us with the promise of spring 
when the sun shines brightly 
and warmly and we lay our 

winter coats aside; but then reminds us of who is in 
charge when the next day the wind chills our bones and 
we reach for our coats once more.  Ah, but eventually 
she relinquishes winter and it becomes a memory.    

March is the month that leprechauns run amok in the 
hearts of the Irish.  And on Saint Patrick’s Day every 
non-Irish swears they have some Irish in their blood…so 
they too may run amok.  It is all of fun and joy.  And joy 
is who and what we are! 

God love the Irish.  They have provided some of the 
finest blessings and they continue to be handed down 
decade after decade.  Please enjoy… 

 
May God grant you always...A sunbeam to warm 

you, a moonbeam to charm you, a sheltering Angel so 
nothing can harm you. Laughter to cheer you. Faithful 
friends near you. And whenever you pray, Heaven to 

hear you. 
 
May the road rise up to meet you, may the wind 

be ever at your back. May the sun shine warm upon 
your face and the rain fall softly on your fields. And 

until we meet again, May God hold you in the 
hollow of his hand.    

   
May flowers always line your path and sunshine 

light your day. May songbirds serenade you every 
step along the way. May a rainbow run beside you 
in a sky that's always blue. And may happiness fill 

your heart each day your whole life through.”      
 

May God give you...For every storm a rainbow, 
for every tear a smile, for every care a promise and 

a blessing in each trial. For every problem life 
sends, a faithful friend to share, for every sigh a 

sweet song and an answer for each prayer.     
 

May you have the hindsight to know where 
you've been, The foresight to know where you are 

going, And the insight to know when you have gone 
too far.    

 

May your days be many and your troubles be 
few. May all God's blessings descend upon you. 

May peace be within you may your heart be strong. 
May you find what you're seeking wherever you 

roam.    
 

I send you four-leaf clovers and love, 

����������	�
�

Practitioner’s Corner 
 
 

Our Journey With Love 
 
Our purpose is to express the 

life of God. We do it every time 
we hold a hand. We do it with 
every hug we share. Our purpose 
shines through us as we take time 
to help a child learn or care for 
someone ill. Our choir shares love with us as they 
practice and share their gifts for us each week. Each of 
us expresses love uniquely and in equally important 
ways. We do it in our work, our service, our 
relationships, and our willingness to learn to know God. 
God is Love and love is what we express in all the ways 
we interact with life. Love is the very spark, the igniter 
of life! It was installed into each, at the moment God 
created us. Love is in your Divine DNA. 

It is easy to see love in a tender touch. We feel love 
when someone extends loving concern toward us. The 
power of love becomes evident as time and time again 
we see it heal the most complicated situation. We have 
learned we live in a magnificent creative field of 
miracles. As Religious Scientists we know our very 
expression of life is a miracle. We were created by love, 
on purpose, and made whole and complete from the very 
beginning, in every way. This power of love is ours to 
use as we accept our responsibility and sew our 
individual creativity into the tapestry of life.  

Changes may appear as “contrast” but should also be 
viewed as mysterious opportunities for growth, 
understanding, and advancing our evolvement. To be 
able to see and accept “contrast” for what it is brings 
confidence and peace into the process of life. 

I marvel at the beauty I see in each of you as we 
travel the path love lays before us. I am confident Divine 
order and timing are always with us, keeping us on 
purpose in every way. Experiencing life as a precious 
gift enables us to grow in love and wisdom. For all of 
this I give thanks and offer this beautiful prayer from “7 
Paths to God” by Joan Borysenko: 

“Thank you God, for this healthy body that enjoys 
Your Creation and is Your eyes and ears, head and heart, 
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hands and feet upon this earth. Thank you, God, for my 
loving family and friends and the beautiful ways that we 
help bring one another fully into being. Thank you, God, 
for allowing me to fulfill my intention of bringing Your 
Love to others. Thank you, God, for the meaningful 
work You have given me to do, and for the ears to hear 
what I need to do today. Thank you, God, for the 
material abundance in my life, the food that nourishes 
my body, the love that nourishes my soul, the money 
that allows me to sustain myself” and, I wish to add, 
“With enough to spare and to share with all, and for the 
highest good of all.” 

It is so, and so it is! 
   

With Love and Peace, 


���
	�����
�	�����  
 
 
 

Membership Meeting, February 14, 2010 ! 
 

 
Can you believe it?!  BVCSE 

has been in existence for 61 years, 
and, I believe, 2009 was the most 
amazing year so far!  It has been my 
privilege to serve as president of 
your Board of Trustees for this 
incredible year.  I want to thank all 
of you for your love and support.  
We have had so many blessings and 

Spirit has guided us every step of the way. 
I have to say that the highlight of my term has been 

the hiring of our new minister, Rev. Sherry Serkes.  She 
has brought her warmth and love to fill our new home.  

I would also like to personally thank Nancy Walker, 
our retiring Music Director, High Spirits & Rhythm 
Spirits for providing us with their beautiful music and 
voices.  There aren't words to say thank you to someone 
like Nancy who has given us 8 years of her beautiful 
voice, dedication and service.  Not only has Nancy filled 
our home with the gift of music but she has provided us 
with numerous fundraisers – two wonderful concerts just 
this past year, a holiday boutique and our pot o' gold.  
Her gifts have been many and her spirit has filled us 
with joy! 

I would like to give a personal thank you to all the 
members of our Board of Trustees for stepping up to the 
changes and challenges of guiding our church through 
this past year.  Our board is a “working board” and these 
dedicated people have all contributed with poise and 
integrity to make sure that all of our church business was 
taken care of in the appropriate manner.  All that 
happens behind the scenes to keep our church 
functioning is due to these exceptional people. 

Membership Meeting, continued 
 
I want to express my sincere appreciation to: 
 
Rev. Sherry Serkes – our Spiritual Leader; 
Sherry McDaniel – for volunteering to be my vice 

president; 
Sherry Noone – our secretary – she kept extensive 

minutes of each meeting and prepared a task 
coordination list to make sure that things were taken care 
of and completed; 

Liz Harris & Julie Grandi – our co-treasurers for 
doing such a marvelous job in setting up our detailed 
budgets for 2009 and 2010; 

JoAnn Mark – our tithing coordinator.  We are a 
tithing church and JoAnn found the areas where our 
tithes in the community could do the most good;  

Julie Grandi & Sherry Noone – for our fantastic 
newsletter each month; and  

Last, but far from least, Carolyn Dawley – the 
wearer of many hats.  Carolyn is our facilities manager, 
spiritual guide, landscape chair, and chief cook and 
bottle washer!  She is the loving caretaker of our new 
home. 

I also would like to thank Suzie Curtis, Sue Klump 
and Bradley Winch for serving as our board advisors 
this past year – they have each shared their wisdom and 
the guidance of their experience as past board members.  
I know that the coming year will be another amazing and 
successful year for BVCSE and we, the retiring board 
members, know that your church business is being 
passed into very capable hands. 

If you would like to have a copy of the meeting 
reports and our newly revised bylaws, please contact 
Sandy at the church office (866-7100). 

 
2009 Past President 

���
�������������
 
 

Greetings from Your Board 
 
I am honored to assume the 

duties of the President of the 
Board for BVCSE. Our church 
is fortunate to have a very 
strong Board dedicated to do 
the business of Church affairs. 
Two new Board members are 
new members in our church and 
bring experience from other 

Science of Mind Churches to us. What a wonderful gift 
of experience.  
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Greetings from Your Board – cont’d 
 
The rest of the Board is: Susan Conley Vice 

President, Secretary Sherry Noone and Co-Treasurers 
Sally Cornett and Sherrie Kral. Carolyn Dawley and 
Lorraine Taylor fill out our Board, with Rev. Sherry as 
our Spiritual Advisor.  Leslie L'Heureux and Julie 
Grandi are non-voting advisors. We look forward to a 
very good year of fun, fellowship and growth.  

This is a time of high energy and transition in our 
church. The new Board and the choir met last week after 
church to discuss what we wanted musically in our 
church. You’ll be glad to know that everyone wanted 
High Spirits to continue. What a blessing!  

On an interim basis, Margo Penardi has agreed to fill 
in as the Interim Musical Director. So, each week we 
will have the choir and congregational music. From time 
to time we will also have soloists perform. We discussed 
a procedure to follow to advertise, interview and hire a 
new director and accompanist unless we get a package 
deal with both in one person.  The Board, with Rev. 
Sherry, will develop hiring procedures to follow. Rev 
Sherry will act as the “gatekeeper” while we are in this 
hiring process.  

I really appreciate our dedicated folks giving more 
than an hour of their Sunday afternoon to this important 
discussion. 

So, I’m looking forward to a wonderful year in our 
fabulous Center.   

 
In loving service, 

 

�����������
2010 President 

 
 
 

Your Minister & Practitioners 
 

Carolyn Dawley  
909-585-5350 

 
Sally Cornett  

936-5284 or 866-3456 
 

               Rev. Sherry Serkes 
         909-547-0278 

       702-528-5528 
                      

�

These loving souls are available to support you in prayer 
for any challenges you might be facing. 

March Birthdays 
 

  
Judy Farry     Mar 13 
Bob Kopolow        Mar 21 

 

Your Church Board 
 

Officers 
Liz Harris, President   744-2213 
Susan Conley, Vice President           951-202-5075 
Sherry Noone, Secretary  338-9362 
Sally Cornett, Co-Treasurer  936-5284 
Sherrie Kral, Co-Treasurer  262-1760 

Members 
Carolyn Dawley   585-5350 
Lorraine Taylor    584-7332 

Board Advisors 
Julie Grandi   709-8670 
Leslie L’Heureux   936-1179 

Spiritual Advisor       
Rev. Sherry Serkes          547-0278 

               702-528-5528 
Legal Advisors 

Suzanne Klump     338-9362 
Bradley Winch    866-5960 

Newsletter Staff 
Sherry Noone – Editor 
Julie Grandi – Design 

 
Church Administrative Assistant 

Sandy Morrell 
 

January 2010 Operating Financials 
(Excludes Landscaping & Imagine Funds) 

 
 Collections        $   5,985 
  Other income    $ 17,936* 
  Total income                 $ 23,921 
   Expenses                           ($  8,071) 
       Net January income    $ 15,850 

 
January Attendance  

 Jan 3rd             45  2  
 Jan 10th             30        0 
 Jan 17th                    30                     0 
 Jan 24th             Cancelled for snow 
 Jan 31st     35  0  
  

  Totals  140  2 
       . Avg    35 
*Includes one-time gift of $17,500,  of which $9,397 
goes to repay Building Fund for money borrowed for 
operating expenses over the past several months. 
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Meet your New Board Members 
 
 

Susan Conley 
(& Bosco) 

 
 In my previous life before 

moving to Big Bear Lake, I 
was a Registered Nurse, then 
an Assistant Director of 
Nursing, then Assistant Hospi-
tal Administrator.  During that 
time, I had many years of 

leader-ship, Human Resources and budgetary 
responsibilities. 

     Fran Fish and I moved to Big Bear full time in 
the spring of 1989.  We opened a successful business in 
the Village that lasted until we retired early in 2004. 

I have been developing my personal spirituality over 
the past 21 years through a program that is very close to 
my heart.  In January of 2003 I began attending our 
church, and soon found myself as a member and actively 
involved in our church community.   

Since moving to Big Bear, I have volunteered at the 
DOVES Shelter, and have served on both the Bear 
Valley Hospital Board, as well as the Board of the DWP.  
I have also spent time as a member of the Board of 
Operation Breakthrough, as well as serving many years 
as a Rotarian.   

I am presently halfway through the class of Practical 
Spirituality 100. With my varied board experience, and 
extensive volunteer work in our community, I am happy 
to join our Board.  

 
 

Sally Cornett 
 
Even though I lived one 

block from the Hollywood 
Church of Religious 
science for several years, I 
had to wait until my 
husband passed in 1993 to 
discover my true home in 
Religious Science.  What a 

blessing I found that year thanks to a dear friend (she has 
since passed also) and Dr Warren Chester when I 
received my Practitioner License in 1997.   

I am a former BVCSE board member and Sunday 
School teacher and I would be honored to serve again.  I 
hold firm to the Spirit within everyone knowing we are 
right where we belong and are always guarded, guided 
and directed in absolute perfection.  There are no 
mistakes.  Never have been.  Never will be. 

 Currently I am in my 27th year at the Grizzly 
newspaper as the Circulation Manager and the Sales 
Support Coordinator.  I am devoted to my church family 
and my grandchildren Amanda, Dillon and Rayvan plus 
Nick.  I also like their parents most of the time. 

 
 

 
Sherrie Kral 

 
I have just become a home 

owner in Big Bear, so I don't 
have a Big Bear history ... yet. 
 My Dad and I were "week-
enders" and in 2005 we started 
attending BVCSE whenever 
we were in town.  After Dad 

made his transition in January 2007, I found myself 
faced with a lot of major decisions. First, I decided it 
was time for me to retire from teaching.  I'd been an 
Elementary Teacher in Claremont for 37 years and I was 
ready for a change. Next, I ventured into a Biofeedback 
business with my children.  After the first training week 
I felt it would have more meaning for me if I had a 
stronger Spiritual background.   

Fall of 2007, I started taking classes through the 
Claremont Church of Religious Science.  The 
Foundations class only made me want to learn more and 
more.   I took every class offered and soon discovered I'd 
been on the path to Practitioner School!  Having 
exhausted all the prerequisite classes, I am now taking 
Practitioner 1 of a two-year study.  I have found so much 
love and peace in my classes and when I visit Big Bear,  
I want to be part of it as much as I can.   

Since I've been on this path of personal growth, 
being open to new experiences, and getting out of my 
comfort zone, I've had so many positive opportunities 
flowing into my life.  One is the opportunity to serve on 
the BVCSE Board.  As a Board Member, I have an 
opportunity to give back all the love and support that I 
have received over the last several years.   

 
 
Lorraine Taylor 

 
Lorraine Taylor is a fairly 

new resident of Big Bear and 
our center.  Recently moving to 
Big Bear to fulfill a 30 year 
dream of owning and operating 
a “Craft Retreat 
Center,” Lorraine has two 
grown children; both are 
married with two children each. 

 Lorraine had an 18-year career in the travel 
industry, marketing to organizations and groups for 
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cruise travel, helping them put together group cruises.  
She organized the cruise that Rev. Diane put together a 
few years ago as a fund raiser for the Building Fund.  
Her travel career was interrupted in 1990 to hit the road 
and travel in an RV full time.  The plan was to do it for 
two years and then settle back down, however Lorraine 
and her husband, Byron found a job that fit perfectly into 
their new life style (creating Site Maps for RV Parks) 
which enabled them to travel for about 10 years.  During 
that time, they visited and worked in 48 states.  It was 
also during that time, they started to realize that the faith 
they had been a part of left them feeling that something 
was missing.  They started to study on their own reading 
Terry Cole Whittaker, Deepak Chopra and others.   

 When their son announced that they would soon 
become Grandparents, they decided it was time to settle 
back down.  Byron was driving past the Cypress Center 
and stopped to see what it was, going back home telling 
Lorraine that he found a church that had other people 
that thought like they did.   Shortly after, Byron was 
diagnosed with a rare form of stomach cancer and made 
his transition 7 weeks later.  Lorraine has always felt that 
he found a safe place for her to be supported and move 
into the next phase of her life.  

 Lorraine joined into her new community, taking all 
the classes United Religious Science offered up to the 
Practitioner Classes.  She also enjoyed 8 years as the 
Director of the Family Ministry for the Center.  Lorraine 
loves to help children find their truth for themselves.  It 
was probably the hardest thing to give up when she 
made her move to Big Bear and her new business. 

 Lorraine joined Bear Valley Center for Spiritual 
Enrichment in January 2010 and is so glad to be part of a 
group of people that have so much love. 

 You are invited to stop by her retreat center, 
Inspirations at Big Bear Lake, for a tour and a cup of 
coffee (or tea). 

 

Home Sweet Home…2009 Facility Report 
 
(Editor’s Note:  For those of you who missed our 

2010 Annual Meeting, The Facilities Director's Report 
was very exciting.  It is here reprinted in its entirety.) 

 
This has been a truly amazing year.  Due to an 

outbreak of “Yes” consciousness, our Spiritual 
community has manifested our first permanent home. 
We purchased our new property in December 2008 and 
have spent the past year meeting building and safety 
requirements bringing our center up to code for a place 
of assembly.  The blessings we have received in the 
form of individual donations, gifts, continual successful 
fund raisers, and bequests from loving friends estates has 
allowed us to create a welcoming and comfortable 
church home. 

 

We have: 
�  Shored up the flooring with 30 new piers under 

the sanctuary and community rooms, the 
contractor also did some earthquake require-
ments while they were down there.   

�  Installed a new front door and handicap ramps. 
�  Appropriate lever style door hardware was 

installed. 
�  Remodeled first bathroom to ADA 

requirements. 
�  Our beautiful sign was installed. 
�  The entire south wall was redone making it a 

firewall with insulation, shear paneling, and new 
siding. Several coats of paint completed that 
make over. 

�  Fireproof paint and some other interior painting 
completed. 

�  Installation of new lighting in the sanctuary and 
the choir loft. Repair of outside electrical 
service. 

�  The roof was completely replaced. 
�  A new kitchen faucet, refrigerator, stove, and 

microwave appeared. 
�  So did dishes, cups, silverware, and a beautiful 

punch bowl. 
�  Three nice garden table sets showed up. 
�  The gutters were replaced front and back. 
�  Fifty new comfortable chairs were in place for 

our first Sunday. 
�  Imagine was furnished, set up, and opened. 

Imagine purchased their new sign too. 
�  Office furniture was replaced and some new 

equipment purchased. 
�   And lastly the handicapped parking space was 

made ready and signs installed. 
 

If you ever needed evidence of our Higher Power at 
work, you only need to look over this past year and all 
that has been accomplished. We still have some little 
details to take care of like the flooring by the front 
entrance so the rugs can lay down flat.  

 
This spring we will start working on landscaping 

and making our yards beautiful for weddings and other 
functions. We have lots of ideas and I’m excited about 
all of them. Put your seat belts on and enjoy the 
experience as Spirit leads us into our future. Watching 
over all this activity has been one of the greatest joys of 
my life. Presenting this report, one of my proudest 
moments. 

 
 


���
	�����
�	�
Facility Director 
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ADVERTISE! 
 
Let your spiritual community know about the services and products you provide.  We want to support you!  You are invited 

to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, which reaches over 300 people.  Please provide camera-ready art and a 
check for $25 to the church office (or any Board member) for the April issue by March 15th.  

Questions? Call 909-866-7100 

 
 
 

��
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shop Till you Drop… 
 

What if BVCSE earned a penny every time you searched the Internet? Or how about if a percentage of every purchase 
you made online went to support our spiritual center and help it grow? Well, now it can!  

Many of us “on the hill” already shop online to save gas and time and to be kind to our lungs! GoodShop.com is a 
new online shopping mall which will donate 3% to 7% of each purchase to our favorite cause! Many hundreds of great 
stores including Amazon, Target, Gap, Best Buy, eBay, Coldwater Creek, Chico’s, Nordstrom’s, Macy's and Barnes & 
Noble have teamed up with GoodShop and every time you place an order, you’ll be supporting BVCSE. You can even 
rent a car, buy airline tickets or book a cruise and be charitable at the same time. Please go to GoodShop.com and check 
out all the merchants and just how easy it is!  

Also, GoodSearch.com is a new Yahoo-powered search engine that donates half its advertising revenue, about a 
penny per search, to the charities its users designate. Use it just as you would any search engine, get quality search results 
from Yahoo, and watch the donations add up!  

Just go to www.GoodShop.com or www.GoodSearch.com and enter BVCSE as the charity you want to support. 
And, be sure to spread the word! Anyone who uses these sites anywhere can help so tell your kids, friends, partners—
anyone to join us! 
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This newsletter is being sent to someone who is loved and respected. 
 
Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment 
A Religious Science Community 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
 

 
 
 

Sunday Service:   11:30 a.m.  

Address:     578 Bonanza Trail  
Big Bear Lake (across from Little Greenhouse, next door to MaMa Bear’s Vitamins) 

 
 

Phone:  909-866-7100 
Fax:      909-866-7100 
 

You can email at: 
bvcse@earthlink.net 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.bvcse.org 
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