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Sunday Services, 5:00 p.m.  42324 North Shore Drive, Big Bear Lake  
(St. Columba’s Episcopal Church on North Shore Drive, ¼ mile east of Stanfield Cutoff)  

P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
909-866-7100, Email:  bvcse@earthlink.net.  Website: www.bvcse.org 
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578 Bonanza Trail 
Big Bear Lake, CA  92315 

(909) 866-7100 
 
We are almost there!  We have received our Conditional 

Use Permit and are finishing up some minor details. The 
chairs have arrived, High Spirits is setting up the sound 
system – it’s all so exciting. We will probably move in 
during March, so watch your email or other notification that 
we have officially moved to the new building for services.  
After 60 years in Big Bear, we will finally have our own 
home.  And here’s a “coincidence” for you. This building 
was constructed in 1949, 60 years ago…   

And on top of that,  we have three minister candidates 
who want to come to our church… you will be seeing them 
this month as they come to “candidate”  for the position.  So 
Stay Tuned – we’re gonna shine in 2009! 

 

 

Please join us in March 
 
 
Mar 1st  Do Not Worry 

Dr. Ann Ronan 
5:00 p.m. – Episcopal Church 
 

 
Mar 8th Love Changes Everything 

Dr. Don & Rev. LaVonne Welsh 
(Minister Candidates) 
5:00 p.m. – Episcopal Church 

 

 
Mar 15th  What’s Luck Got To Do With It? 

Dr. Don & Rev. LaVonne Welsh 
(Minister Candidates) 
Stay tuned for time & location! 

 
 
Mar 22nd  Living Out Loud 
   Rev. Pamela Murphy 
   (Minister Candidate) 

Stay tuned for time & location! 
 

 
Mar 29th Lighten Up 
   Dr. Don & Rev. LaVonne 
   (Minister Candidates) 

Stay tuned for time & location! 

Our purpose is to inspire and nurture spiritual growth by accepting a loving, all inclusive 
community through teaching, healing, and serving, for the highest good of all.  

We are the Mind of God knowing, the Heart of God loving, and the Hands of God serving. 
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The Chair Committee!!!   ���������������������������� ����
 � 
Wow!  What generous friends BVCSE has!  You all are 

amazing and deserve to give your selves a big hug right now 
as well as when you first “take your seat” in our new church 
home! The rather large expense of buying fifty new chairs 
has been nearly totally offset by the graciousness of our 
friends and members. Forty-five chairs have already been 
bought and paid for! Each one only costs $54.23 and we would 
like to give our friends a chance to buy their own! These chairs 
are very comfortable, contoured and cushy!  

 The circle of giving and receiving never ends as we all 
know and as you practice! 

If you would like to join this inclusive club, there are still 
five more chairs to be purchased! Please call Suzie Curtis-
Kopolow (909-585-7747) to make arrangements to have a hand 
in (and a seat at) history in the making! 

 
Current Chair People 

Jennie Boyington 
Denise Cavalli 
Brenda Chaney 
Sally Cornett 

Carolyn Dawley (2) 
George Louis England 

George Louis England in loving memory of Janet Louise England 
Sam & Judy Farry (2) 

Fran Fish & Susan Conley 
Dr. Beverly Gaard 

Holly Grandi 
John & Julie Grandi (2) 

Bob & Marla Henrich (2) 
Ila Holmes & Tom Raphael (2) 

Bobbie Hunsaker 
Bob & Suzie Kopolow (2) 

Bob & Suzie Kopolow in honor of the 70th birthday of Paul Penardi 
Sherrie Kral 

Sherrie Kral in loving memory of “My Dad, Don Kral” 
Pete & Leslie L’Heureux (2) 

Marty Lipp & JoAnn Mark (2) 
Rod Matthewson 
Sherry Mc Daniel 

William “Skip” O’Donnell 
Sherry Noone & Suzanne Klump (2) 

Paul & Margo Penardi (2) 
Nancy Celeste Walker & Bill Hazewinkel (2) 

Norma E. Walker 
Norma Walker in memory of Joseph O. Walker 

Rev. Richard and Elmiree Walter (2) 
Rev. Richard & Elmiree Walter in honor  

of Bobbie Hunsaker 
Rev. Richard Walter – celebrating March 21st with his 

birthday buddy, Bob Kopolow 
Cathy & Bradley Winch (2) 

Practitioner’s Corner  
 

Behold, I make all things new. 
Revelations 21:5 

  

Starting New –  
Moving Forward 

 

There are times in our lives 
that lend themselves to starting 
something new and that time is 
now. We have a new leader of 

our country and soon we will be moved into our new 
church home with a new minister.  Our minds are set for 
a fresh start – aka – change! 

 The great advantage of a consciousness of change is 
the energy it brings to our lives.  It is almost like the 
incoming tide we can all ride to our next shoreline.  It's a 
mental shift that allows us to clean the slate and 
approach anything with fresh eyes, an open heart and 
an optimistic outlook.  Starting new allows us to focus 
our attention on what we choose to create.   

On the other hand, giving all of our attention to the 
unwanted aspects of our lives allows what we resist to 
persist.  We need to remember to leave enough room in 
the process of new beginnings to be kind to ourselves, 
for it takes time to become accustomed to anything new 
no matter how much we like it. Any new beginning 
requires an ending to something else, be it finishing 
school, moving to a new home, getting a new job or a 
new relationship, or even losing weight.  Just take a deep 
breath and acknowledge the forward motion knowing 
that with each choice we learn, grow, and move forward. 

 Making the choice to start anew has its own energy.  
The forward momentum creates a sort of vacuum behind 
it, pulling toward you all you need to help you continue 
moving in your chosen direction.  Once the journey has 
begun, it may take an unexpected turn but it never really 
ends.  Like the cycles in nature, there are periods of 
obvious growth and periods of dormancy that signal a 
time of waiting for the right moment to burst forth.  Each 
and every time we choose to start anew we dedicate 
ourselves to becoming the best we are able to be. It is so 
and so it is. 

Affirm  
 Everyday of my life is a new beginning as an 

eternal being.  I walk in the glow of unconditional love 
and the flow of divine activity!  My life is an expression 
of infinite abundance and permanent prosperity.  
Consciously I stay available to the highly charged 
thoughts of God.  The vibration of pure joy is activated 
within me right now.  The insights of love transform my 
world and my being.  Thank you God for everything.  
And so it is.    

����������	
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Your New Church Board 
 

New Board members were elected at the annual 
meeting, and new officers were elected at the February 
Board meeting… read on 

 
Officers 

Leslie L’Heureux, President  585-9862 
Sherry McDaniel, Vice President      310-497-7389 
Sherry Noone, Secretary  338-9362 
Liz Harris, Treasurer   866-1074 
Julie Grandi, Co-Treasurer  585-6528�

 
Members at Large 

 
Carolyn Dawley   585-5350 
JoAnn Mark    584-7332 
 

Board Advisors 
Suzie Curtis   584-7747 
Suzanne Klump, Secretary   338-9362 
Bradley Winch, Treasurer  866-5960 

����
Your Practitioners 

 
Carolyn Dawley  
888-584-2040 

 

Sally Cornett  
936-5284 or 866-3456 

�

These loving souls are available to support you in prayer 
for any challenges you might be facing. 

Our wonderful practitioner, Carolyn Dawley, has 
been holding meditations for 13 years; guess how good 
she is at it! We meet at 10:00 on Wednesday mornings. 

Her home is at 816 Mountain Lane in Big Bear City 
and is easy to find, please call Carolyn at 909-585-5350 
or Suzie at 909-584-7747 if you would like directions.  

����
Your Newsletter Crew: 

 
Sherry Noone  The Nag (aka, editor) 
Julie Grandi  Layout  
Sandy Morrell Distribution & website 

Meet Liz Harris   
 

Dear Ones, 
As one of your new 

Board Members, I’ve been 
asked to introduce myself 
to you. Most of you know 
me so I’ll be brief. I’ll also 
share some Science of 
Mind thoughts with you. 

You know of my 35-
year educational career. 
What you may not know is 
that I’m a native 

Californian. I grew up in El Centro on a farm. This is 
Pokey my wonderful donkey that I rode all over our 
ranch. Pokey was my 
favorite pet at that time.   

My career has taken 
me to live in San Diego 
County, Orange County 
and Burbank. I have 2 
daughters, 4 grandsons 
and 2 great-grand 
daughters. You know that 
I’m very active in our 
Valley. I invite you to 
join me at the Big Bear 
Cowboy Gathering August 20 – 23 at the PAC. It is lots 
of fun!  

For a year now I have been reading The Science of 
Mind A Philosophy, A Faith, A Way of Life by Ernest 
Holmes.  Please know that I am not a Practitioner and 
have no training in this belief system. I am a beginner. 
I’m finding my reading to be very helpful and 
interesting. I wonder if it might be helpful to you too. 
This book is not an easy read, as they say. I really have 
to work on most of it! But from time to time, I come 
across a passage that reinforces my old beliefs that I 
thought set me apart from folks until Julie helped me 
find all of you. 

Before Science of Mind, I struggled with the concept 
of sin and that God punishes us for our sins. I used to 
think that God had more important things to do than 
punish me for my sins. I also thought that most folks 
don’t willfully sin. I believed that most folks do the best 
we can and make mistakes along the way.  

I believed that if we sin there are consequences for 
our decisions. I used to tell my girls, “You live by the 
consequences of your decisions.” 

Well, imagine my delight when I read on page 
110 and 111, “…we wish to make it clear that there 
is no sin but a mistake, and no punishment but an 
inevitable consequence.  …the law of Cause and 
Effect must be eternally operative.”  On page 53 
Ernest Holmes gives this example. It is simplistic 
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but it makes the point. “God does not punish the 
mathematician who fails to obtain the right answer to his 
problem. The thought of the unsolved problem does 
punish him until he applies the right principle and thus 
secures the desired result.” 

So, let us take comfort in knowing that God is not 
into punishment! In fact, Rev. Diane taught us in the 
Foundation Class that God is passive. The Spirit has no 
opinion about our decisions. Know that God says, 
“Yes!” to all of our desires. Let’s work to learn from our 
mistakes and carry the song, I Forgive Me, in our hearts. 
Remember that God never punishes us for our actions. 
The old adage, “Be careful what you wish for.” really 
rings true!   

 
�����������

 
 

January 2009 Operating Financials 
(excludes Building Funds) 

 
 Collections        $  4,583 
  Other income    $     676 
  Total  income                 $  5,209 
   Expenses                 ($ 5,771) 

 Net income    ($    562) 
 

January Attendance 
   Adults  Children 
 Jan 4th           28         2 
 Jan 11th          20         0         
 Jan 18th     38         7 
 Jan 25th      37         3 
 
  Totals   124        12 
                          Avg    31         3 
 

 
We wish to keep our Community advised of our Church's 

financial picture and to thank you for your generous 
support 

 

March Birthdays 
 

        

 
 
 
 
 
 
Judy Farry     Mar 13th   
Bob Kopolow    Mar 21st 
Rev. Richard Walter   Mar 21st   
 

The Minister Selection Process 

 
It has begun…the process of 

finding our new minister!  We 
sent out letters to various New 
Thought organizations such as 
United Church of Religious 
Science, AGAPE, and members 
of the Emerson Institute.  After 
checking their qualifications and 
references, we have settled on 
three finalists:  Dr. Don & Rev. LaVonne Welsh, 
Rev. Pamela Murphy, and Rev. Sue Crane.   All 
have expressed an interest in coming to Big Bear to 
meet with us and speak to our congregation. 

The plan is to have them speak during March 
and April, with our target to make a selection by the 
end of April.  We strongly encourage you to come 
hear them and give us your opinions.  We have 
scoring sheets for you to use.    In March we will 
hear from Revs Don & LaVonne Welsh and Rev. 
Pamela Murphy (their bios follow).  Then Rev. Sue 
Crane will join us in April. 
 

Ministerial Candidates 
Revs. Don & LaVonne Welsh 
March 8 – Love Changes Everything 

March 15 – What’s Luck got to do With It? 
March 29 – Lighten Up 

 
Rev. Dr. Don Welsh and Rev. LaVonne Welsh 

are a husband/ wife ministry team recommended to 
us by Rev Diane. 

 
Rev. Dr. Don Walsh Biography 

Born in Washington, D.C., Dr. Don grew up in 
Colorado. He graduated from the University of 
Colorado, Boulder, where he majored in speech and 
drama. 

Following a 23-year career in commercial 
broadcasting, primarily as an announcer, Dr. Don 
began his full-time ministry in 1988, serving the 
Ventura County Church of Religious Science in 
Ventura, California, the Miami Church of Religious 
Science in Miami, Florida, and until August 1, 2007, 
the Antelope Valley Church at the Center of Light in 
Lancaster, California. He and his wife, Rev. 
LaVonne Rae Andrews Welsh, received guidance 
through a meditation process called "visioning" to 
begin an 'RV Ministry' in September, 2007. 

Dr. Don has been active in the United Church of 
Religious Science (now operating as United Centers 
for Spiritual Living) and his local community of the 
Antelope Valley, CA., 65 miles due north of Los 
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Angeles. He served as President of United Clergy of 
Religious Science, Chairman of the UCRS Eastern 
Summer Conference, Secretary of the UCRS 
International Board of Trustees and, later, the Transition 
Team CORE Council. He served various years during 
the United Centers for Spiritual Living's annual Summer 
Conference at Asilomar in Pacific Grove, CA., as 
conference emcee, workshop presenter, spotlight speaker 
and meditation leader. He recently served as a UCSL 
Ecclesiastical Representative for three years.  

In 2006, Dr. Don received an honorary Doctor of 
Divinity degree from the United Church of Religious 
Science 

He is the author of several workshops and classes, 
including Science of Mind Core Concepts and the Bible, 
and the 10.10.10 Prosperity Program. He has written 
over 120 Daily Guides for Science of Mind Magazine, 
the most recent set of 31 being May, 2007. Dr. Don is 
also a blog contributor to the website 
www.thisisgodsblog.com. 

 
Rev. LaVonne Welsh Biography 

"When I think of 'Who I Am', many things come to 
mind!" - Rev. LaVonne. 

She is a minister, professional actress (with the 
Screen Actors Guild and Actors' Equity), a casting 
director (of Across the Board Casting in Hollywood, 
CA), a casting consultant (casting Native American 
actors) for the 2007 and 2008 pilot seasons at 
NBC/Universal, a Native American (Tlingit tribe/Raven 
Clan, from southeastern Alaska), the mother of four 
grown children, and grandmother of eight. Whew! That's 
just for starters! Adding Don’s four children and eight 
grandchildren, that means a huge table for holiday 
celebrations!  

LaVonne has starred in over 100 plays, musicals and 
revues and hosted two radio shows - "Entertainment A 
La Carte" in Monterey, California, and "Love On the 
Radio" in Hollywood, designed to reach listeners with 
higher consciousness messages promoting peace through 
music, stories, poems, quotes and guests.  

She also served on the Board of the Native 
American Indian Subcommittee for five years for the 
Screen Actors Guild.  

LaVonne graduated from Antioch University with a 
double major in Theatre Arts and Special Education. She 
received her Master's degree in Consciousness Studies 
from the Holmes Institute in 2002.  

As a result of her interest in community and 
volunteer projects, LaVonne was nominated as an 
"Ambassador of Peace Candidate" in September of 
2005.  

"How do you see your ministry?" was the question most 
asked of LaVonne while in ministerial school. "After a 
guided visioning process," she recalls, "I heard the words: 
'RV ministry'. Then I literally saw the words 'Spirit On 
Wheels', and thought, 'That's it! That's what I have to do!' " 

"At the time, I had no idea that I'd be sharing this 
exciting adventure with my wonderful husband Rev. Dr. 
Don Welsh. Wow! When Spirit Speaks…I listen!" 

"Thank YOU for being a part of this vision." 
For further information on their RV Ministry, see 

www.Spirit-on-Wheels.org. 
 
Q:  Describe the strengths you bring to this position. 
 A:  One of our strong suits is to be very active in the 

community. Also we both enjoy teaching Science of 
Mind classes and do it well. Dr. Don is skilled in 
administrative matters and Rev. LaVonne is powerful in 
Practitioner relations, pastoral care, counseling, music 
ministry and directing spiritual plays involving youth. 
We are family oriented.  When we present sermons and 
workshops together, we are told there is a synergistic 
energy, and the presentation becomes a joyous 
celebration of Oneness with God. 

 

Revs LaVonne & Don Welsh 
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Ministerial Candidate 
Rev. Pamela Murphy 

March 22 
 Living Out Loud 

 
I'll speak on finding that 

passion vibration within and 
living it full out. The unique 
expression, never duplicated, 
has one life to be all that it can 
be. Move from mediocrity to 
excellence! 

Rev. Pamela first received 
the call to ministry in a 
Visioning Session with Rev. 
Michael Bernard Beckwith. 
Her Spiritual journey started 
some thirty years before that as 
a single mother raising two 
boys. Discovering books like 

Love Is Letting Go of Fear by Gerald Jampolsky, Emanuel's 
Book by Pat Rodegast, The Course in Miracles and the 
works of Deepak Chopra and Marianne Williamson began 
her New Thought journey and exploring the world of 
metaphysics. 

 Rev. Pamela was an actress for most of her life 
supporting her family by appearing on T.V. and commercials 
but her true love quickly became the teachings that put into 
words all she instinctively knew in her heart. This was a way 
of life. It resonated with her, it inspired her and it guided her 
through many challenging moments.  She had finally found a 
loving God to replace the punishing God she could not 
embrace and had something to give her sons she believed to 
be truth. 

 The path twisted and turned its way to Agape and Rev. 
Pamela found her spiritual home. Embracing the spirit of her 
own evolution by going deeper, she began taking classes 
which ultimately led to Practitioner studies and becoming a 
professional Practitioner. 

 And then came the voice…" You belong in ministerial 
school" 

In that still quiet moment of asking God “What is your 
vision of my life?” she knew the answer in reply is always 
“Yes”. Rev. Pamela began her studies and graduated in the 
first graduating class of Agape trained ministers. Thus 
begins the next leg of her life's purpose to be "Passion", 
"Live Out Loud", and "Let It Begin With Me". 

When asked to highlight her background, training or life 
experience that as best prepared her to be a minister, Rev. 
Pamela said,  “I have always been a person to say yes to life 
and all it has offered. This has created a rich existence in 
relationships and creative expression that enriches my 
presence with what I have to give and how open I am to 
evolve and receive. I speak from the experience as well as 
study and I am generous with myself.  

“I am a people person and very comfortable with the 
truth of oneness. Having been an actress enhances my 
skills in relationship as well as the pulpit. Being a single 
mother of two sons is by far the most important journey 
in my life and my greatest teacher.  I have been on a 
long exploration of New Thought and the Metaphysical 
World and finding Agape was the peak opportunity for 
learning. Studying the teachings of all the greats 
combined with both Practitioner and Ministerial training 
gives me a foundation of the richest of wells to draw 
from." 

 
Other questions & answers from Rev. Pamela: 
 
Q:  What is your personal vision for your ministry? 
A:  It continues to unfold and I am at the present 

time staying very open to the visioning process of God’s 
vision. I see it as a kind of dialogue between myself and 
the community of evolving consciousness. It definitely 
will be infused with the arts, creative expression and 
building community. I have dreams of a community 
theater, concerts and movie studies. I see it branching 
into the areas of health and wholeness completing the 
three aspects of being; spiritual, mental and physical. 
Retreats are a developing aspect. 

 
Q:  Describe your vision of an effective church and 

the population you wish to serve. 
A:  An effective church is an open church, all 

inclusive. It welcomes, inspires and nourishes its 
congregants. It celebrates life, embraces it and give 
thanks for it always revealing our oneness with God and 
fostering awareness. I see light and feel warmth and 
energy. An energy that attracts, draws people to it. There 
is an atmosphere of love, a sense of purpose, hope, peace 
and harmony. 

I wish to serve all. 
 
Q:  Describe your strength in giving sermons. 
A:  My years as an actress serve me well in the 

pulpit. I come alive and am an open channel. I am aware 
of what I plan to say and stay open and spontaneous in 
the moment. I have an intuitive connection with my 
congregation much like I had with an audience and it 
becomes almost a dance. 

 
Q.  Tells us about Pastoral care. 
A.  All my life I have been the one people turn to, 

feel safe with and confide in. I am compassion and 
always available. I find the organization of a strong 
Pastoral Care Ministry essential to the vitality of the 
church and community. 
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ADVERTISE! 
  

Let your spiritual community know about the services and products you provide.  We want to support you!  You are invited 
to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, which reaches over 300 people.  Please provide camera-ready art and a 
check for $25 to the church office (or any Board member) for the April issue by March 15th. Questions? Call 909-866-7100 
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This newsletter is being sent to someone who is loved and respected. 
 
Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment 
A Religious Science Community 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
 

 
 
 

Sunday Service:  St. Columba’s Episcopal Church  
Address:   42324 North Shore Drive, Big Bear Lake (1/4 mile east of Stanfield Cutoff) 
Time:  5:00 p.m. 
 

Church Offices: 
578 Bonanza Trail 
Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
 

Phone:  909-866-7100 
Fax:      909-866-7100 
 

You can email at: 
bvcse@earthlink.net 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.bvcse.org 
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