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Sunday Services, 11:30 a.m.  578 Bonanza Trail, Big Bear Lake  
(Across the street from the Little Greenhouse florist) 
(Next door to Mama Bear’s Vitamins) 

P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
909-866-7100, Email:  bvcse@earthlink.net.  Website: www.bvcse.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Our beloved home 
 

 
 
 

Deano & Rev. Sherry Serkes  

 

December Topics 
 

Dec 6th -  Healing and Discovering Ourselves. 
             Based on Masaru Emoto’s books The True 

Power of Water, The Hidden Messages in 
Water and Love Thyself.  We know our 
thoughts are powerful… learn how they affect 
water and the water molecules within our own 
bodies.   

 
Dec. 13th -   The Gift of Our Compulsions 
                Based on the book of the same name by Mary 

O’Malley.  What is your compulsion?  We all 
have them.  Can compulsions be good things?  
Do they have merit?  Indeed they do!  We will 
learn they are opportunities that can lead us to 
feeling in control of our lives.  Now who 
wouldn’t want that? 

 
Dec 20th - Angels!   
                 Do they exist?  Do we each have a Guardian 

Angel?  If you have one, polish his/her wings 
before service so all can see them better.  Who 
knows -- maybe Michael will show up. 

 
Dec 27th - Setting our Intentions 
                Rather than living intentions in a pit-bull 

determination hard work indefatigable drive 
attitude…let’s relax a bit.  We will take a look  

                at the research Dr. Wayne Dyer did in his book 
The Power of Intention.  He interpreted 
intention to be a force in creation that                  
allows the act of creation to take place.  Now 
that sounds easier! 

 
 
                  

Our purpose is to inspire and nurture spiritual growth by accepting a loving, all inclusive 
community through teaching, healing, and serving, for the highest good of all.  

We are the Mind of God knowing, the Heart of God loving, and the Hands of God serving. 
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From our Minister 
 
Dear Loved Ones,  

As we turn the calendar page to 
December we delightfully recognize 
it as a month of rejoicing and 
celebration.  As Religious Scientists 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus as we 
joyfully recognize and embrace him 
as one of the world’s greatest, most 

compassionate selfless teachers...one who tuned to and 
listened to God or Source.  As he listened, he allowed 
this Love Energy to flow through him and he shared 
what he received.  

He was bold…bold enough to teach his followers, 
“It is done unto you as you believe”. We now call that 
the power of thought. And he taught “Did I not tell you 
ye all are Gods?” The words we use now are we are all 
of God.  However, his boldness cost him his life.  But he 
knew, as we know, death is a mere transition from the 
physical body to the glorious non-physical Body.   

Jesus gave us the example of taking time away from 
the crowds and quieting our minds so we can be still and 
align with our Truth….we call it meditation.  What a 
grand thing to do this season…in fact every day of every 
season. 

His teachings laid the foundation for many more 
teachers, our own Dr. Ernest Holmes being one of them.  
We have so much to celebrate, not only at Christmas, 
Hanukah and Kwanzaa, but every day of the year.   

As we move forward through each day of December, 
I invite you to indulge in great radical joy.  Enjoy the 
music, the wrappings, the gift giving and receiving, your 
family traditions, the “Ho Ho Ho’s”, the candles, the 
poinsettias, the twinkling lights, the fruitcakes… 
everything the season has to offer! (OK you don’t have 
to enjoy the fruitcakes) but let’s embrace the energy of it 
all and hold it dear in our hearts. 
 

My love to each of you, 

����������	�
 

Candle Lighting on December 16th! 
 
Our beautiful Candle Lighting Service will 

be held Wednesday, December 16th at 6:30 p.m.  
The music of the High Spirits choir will be 
extraordinary this year including a song 
written by Glenn Wonacott entitled Far 
From Home.   Reverend Sherry is basing 
her message upon the words of his song.  Come enjoy 
some new songs and sing along with traditional ones.  
Desserts will be served following the service. 

 

Practitioner’s Corner 
 

We seem to be whirling from 
thanksgiving to Hanukkah to 
Christmas to New Year as we journey 
from deep autumn into winter. Each 
holiday is an opportunity to honor and 
celebrate the Presence in our lives and 
affairs. 

Bringing to mind the appreciation 
we feel as we enjoy our new home causes endless 
blessings to manifest for us. Gratitude holds open the 
doors to more good.  A little over a year ago we met as a 
spiritual family and came together in consciousness as 
we decided to go forward as a church. Together we 
stepped into a “Yes” consciousness and now the 
blessings that are always there are able to take form and 
bless us in uncountable ways. With the spirit of 
Thanksgiving in my heart I wish to thank each of you for 
believing and allowing and saying, “Yes”! I give thanks 
for all we have and for all that waits our acceptance. 

The tradition of Hanukkah reminds us of the loving 
care, guidance, and protection provided by the One; the I 
AM, in every condition and event, big or slight. All that 
is good is sustained in the loving arms of God’s grace. 
Living in integrity and being authentic in every decision, 
we can expect to reside in the light of safety and warmth 
as Spirit leads us. 

Christmas is our celebration of the birth of a new 
consciousness, Jesus. The master teacher brought forth 
awareness of the power (to create) found within all 
people. The gifts we receive when we live in the Light of 
the Christ Consciousness manifest as true peace and 
wholeness.  We are free to accept health and prosperity, 
happiness and love as our divine inheritance. In this 
understanding there is peace on Earth and goodwill to 
all. Each is blessed in the birth of our awareness and the 
light of understanding. 

Into the New Year we take with us a resolve to 
remember the lessons and demonstrations of the past. 
We listen for the messages in every event and every 
situation. We look until we find growth, reassurance, 
and good in every circumstance. (It is always there!) As 
we journey together into a New Year we throw open the 
doors to the limitless potential, which permeates every 
experience and awaken to a new and higher experience 
as we recognize the Indwelling Christ.  May your 
holidays be special and full of joys, naps, and plenty of 
chocolate goodies. 

 
In Love and Light, 

 
Your Practitioner 
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Message from the Board 
 
This time of year, as the weather 
changes, the leaves fall, and 
Christmas comes, it is so easy for me 
to fall into reflection about Life, the 
Universe, and Everything (thanks, 
Douglas Adams for the phrase!). 
More seriously, change of seasons 
reminds me of how things change 

form (e.g. green to gold to brown), yet in essence remain 
the same.   

We so often forget that there is only One Life, and 
that we are part of that One. We see so many differences 
– color, ethnic groups, social classes, cultural practices, 
politics and different ways to practice (or not) the 
Presence of Spirit. We bring our anger and insecurities 
into play as we see or hear things we do not agree with 
or understand.  We just don’t get it -- how can someone 
hold such an opinion? We forget that our filters, the 
filters we see the world through just don’t let us 
reconcile this array of oppositional ideas. 

It is easy to forget that contrast and conflict are part 
of the nature of this physical world. On the level of 
effects, all differences come front and center into our 
lives, and we are in danger of surrendering to fear and 
misunderstanding.  On a spiritual level these differences 
fall away.  As we center in Spirit we know there is only 
One, and we respect others’ differences and opinions as 
the illusions they really are.  We realize that a path to 
growth in consciousness has many routes, switchbacks, 
lost trails, indecipherable signposts and above all the fact 
that one path, perfect for some, is not necessarily right 
for others.   

The thing to remember is, that underneath it all, 
there really is only One. “All is One” sums up the idea 
that our individual consciousness is a fragment of the 
Universal mind, and an essential fragment necessary to 
the Whole. As we celebrate the birth of our Master 
Teacher Jesus, let’s remember with our hearts that in this 
Christmas time, there is Only One of Us!  
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My vision is of a world where differences don’t matter, 
where people love and respect one another. 

…Sherry Noone, 1993 
 

Practical Spirituality Class Note 
 
 

Please note:  Because so many students will be 
traveling, there will be no Practical Spirituality Class  

on December 22, 2009. 

YOU HAVE WON!! 
 

To read more about your prize and how to “redeem” 
it, please see below. 

The Board Members of BVCSE would like to offer 
you the grand prize of membership in our spiritual 
family. It is a close and accepting family with lots of 
Love to go around. Hugs, meals, tears and laughter are 
often shared and Joy is a definite given! 

If you are still reading this, you are a spiritual seeker 
and we know we want you to join us in membership. We 
would ask that you stop by the information table in the 
community room and pick up an application so we have 
your contact information and more knowledge of your 
interests and talents. (Every child of Spirit has them!) 
Rev. Sherry or any member of the Board will be happy 
to accept it from you. 

There will be a special welcoming ceremony during 
our Sunday celebration service on January17th! 

A one day “Quick Start” class will be offered on 
January 9th from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. at the church. This class 
is optional, but strongly recommended, for membership. 
You will learn how to do your own treatments (positive 
intentional prayer) and a little bit more about this 
philosophy called Science of Mind that has grabbed your 
attention. You also become eligible to vote at the annual 
membership meeting as well 
as other church matters 
presented to the membership.  

Congratulations! 
Your prize, should you 

decide to accept it, is 
priceless! 
 

Between Jingle Bells and Auld Lang Syne 
 
Almost better than a kiss under the mistletoe. This is 

your opportunity to save some tax dollars and support 
BVCSE at the same time. 

We all need to plan for our future. If you could use a 
tax credit for 2009, please consider the dual benefits of 
year-end charitable contributions. You may be able to 
earn valuable tax deductions as you contribute directly to 
Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment (BVCSE), 
our spiritual community. 

As we are taught the Law of Circulation works! As 
you give, a space is made for you to receive. Consider 
giving yourself a lovely Christmas present – the blessing 
you get as you give – the spirit of the season. You are 
blessed! 

W hen there is nothing left but God, that is when 
you find out that God is all you need. 

 
…Anon 
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Your Practitioners 
 

Carolyn Dawley  
909-585-5350 

 
Sally Cornett  

936-5284 or 866-3456 
 

               Alison Benjamin 
                    801-920-0560 

�

These loving souls are available to support you in prayer 
for any challenges you might be facing. 

 
 

December Birthdays 
 

Sally Cornett   Dec 1st  
Leslie L'Heureux  Dec 17th  
Sue Klump   Dec 24th  
Helene Erickson  Dec 29th  

 

Your Church Board 
 

Officers 
Leslie L’Heureux, President  585-9862 
Sherry McDaniel, Vice President      310-497-7389 
Sherry Noone, Secretary  338-9362 
Liz Harris, Treasurer   866-1074 
Julie Grandi, Co-Treasurer  585-6528�

 
Members at Large 

Carolyn Dawley   585-5350 
JoAnn Mark    584-7332 

 
Board Advisors 

Suzie Curtis   584-7747 
Suzanne Klump     338-9362 
Bradley Winch    866-5960 
 

Spiritual Advisor       
Rev. Sherry Serkes          547-0278 

               702-528-5528 
 

Newsletter Staff 
Sherry Noone – Editor 
Julie Grandi – Design 

 
Church Administrative Assistant 

Sandy Morell 
 

October 2009 Operating Financials 
(excludes Landscaping & Imagine Funds) 

 
 Collections        $  4,633 
  Other income    $  2,074 
  Total  income                 $  6,707 
   Expenses                           ($ 7,860) 
       Net October income    ($1,153 ) 

 
October  Attendance 

 Oct   4th         45  0  
 Oct  11th        45        2 
 Oct  18th                35                      0 
 Oct   25th         44     2    
  
 

  Totals  169  4   
       . 
 

 Avg   42  1      
        

We wish to keep our Community advised of our 
Church's financial picture and to thank you for your 

generous support 
 

Stepping Stones 
 

 Alison Benjamin and her husband Michael are 
facilitating Stepping Stones Circles at BVCSE.  The 
Women's Circle meets on the first Monday of each 
month and the Men's Circle meets the first Thursday of 
each month.   

Alison and Michael are now spending half of each 
month in the Big Bear Valley and are excited and 
delighted to help empower and inspire others with their 
Stepping Stones Circles.   

Alison is a Science of Mind Practitioner, Intern 
Minister, and Life/Soul Coach.  Michael is a Practitioner 
in training.  For more information please contact Alison 
at 801-920-0560. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
"Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life.  It turns what 

we have into enough and more.  It turns denial into 
acceptance, chaos into order, confusion into clarity.  It 
turns problems into gifts, failures into success, the 
unexpected into perfect timing and mistakes into 
important events.  Gratitude makes sense of the past, 
brings peace for today and creates a vision for tomorrow.  

 
…Melodie Beattie 
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BVCSE Annual Silent Auction 
 

Join us for some exciting 
Silent Auction Items at church 
starting Sunday, December 6th.  
There will be a table of tempting 
auction items set up in the 
Community room, for three 
Sundays.  Make your bids, and 

check it each week to make sure you win the items you 
want!  The auction will close after service on Dec. 20th.   
 

If you have something you want to 
donate, please let Nancy Walker know 
(909) 866-3200.  There will be 
jewelry, one of Deano’s wonderful 
shadow box photos, as well as a 
custom shadow box especially 
designed for you, a custom made dessert for your next 
special occasion from Nancy, and many more things to 
come! 

 

Here We Go a’ Caroling…! 
 

It’s that time of year… put on a warm coat and join 
High Spirits to go caroling in the Village.  We’ll meet at 
4:30 on December 23rd at the church – and head out to 
our beautiful Village Drive.  We’re expecting a few 
carolers from other churches too.   After we make the 
rounds, we’ll be back at BVCSE for, guess what, nibbles 
and refreshments.  (Think that’s why we call ourselves 
the “church of religious food”??)  There is a sign-up 
sheet in the Community Room for the after caroling pot-
luck. 

Hope you can join us.  Contact Nancy Walker (909-
866-3200) for more details. 

 
 

 
 

New Arrival in Imagine 

 
“Imagine” is very excited about a new line of pure 

beeswax candles from Pheylonian Production Kohr, a 
family business located in Canada.  They produce 100% 
pure cappings beeswax, pesticide free, handmade 
candles. 

The art of making pure beeswax candles goes back 
to the earliest of civilizations.  The Philoxians (meaning 
“lovable strangers”) are an ancient high mountain 
Carpathian people who have been the bearers of good 
fortune throughout the centuries.   They have preserved 
the art of creating non-toxic, negative ion producing 
candles.  Pheylonian candles are made from 100% pure 
cappings beeswax. Cappings beeswax is the hair thin 
seal of the purest, cleanest wax that the bee places over 
the comb once it is filled with honey. Each candle 
features one or more handmade natural plant fibre wicks.  

 
 These candles’ negative ion emissions clean the 

air wherever they are used. 
 They display a golden flame and golden halo. 
 They have a natural aromatic, non-intrusive 

essence. 
 
All of these qualities encourage a unifying energy on 

humanity’s consciousness and well-being. Such a clean 
fuel as pure beeswax costs only pennies per hour to 
burn, unlike paraffin candles. Pheylonians are smokeless 
with proper wick trimming, and actually clean the air 
each time you use them, whereas paraffin burns with a 
harsh white flame and emits toxic black soot that coats 
your walls, household furnishings and curtains, not to 
mention your lungs and skin. 

Legally, a candle can contain only 10% beeswax 
(with the remainder being paraffin) and still be sold as a 
beeswax candle. Once you try our beautiful new 100% 
beeswax candles, you may never buy anything else! 

 
With love from one Cultural Creative to another! 

 
 
 

Imagine This…. 
 

Don’t forget Imagine gift certificates 
 for Christmas presents…. 
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December 2009                                                                        
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 
Practical 

Spirituality 
Class 6:30 p.m. 

2 
Meditation 

Group 10-11 am 
contact Carolyn 

585.5350 
 

Weds Night 
Gathering  
6:30 p.m. 
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 6   Service          
            11:30 a.m. 
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Silent Auction 

begins�

7 
Women’s 
Stepping 
Stones 

Circle with 
Alison 

Benjamin 
6:30-8 p.m. 

8 
 

Practical 
Spirituality 

Class 6:30 PM 
 
 

9 
 

Meditation 
Group 10-11 am 
contact Carolyn 

585.5350 
 

Weds Night 
Gathering  
6:30 p.m. 

 

10 
 

11 12 

 

Hanukkah  

13 Service          
            11:30 a.m  
 

 
 

Silent Auction 
continues 

 

14 
 

15 
 

Practical 
Spirituality 

Class 6:30 p.m. 

16 
Meditation 

Group 10-11 am 
contact Carolyn 

585.5350 
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17 

 

18 

 

19 
 

20 Service          
            11:30 a.m  
 
 

Silent Auction 
closes 

 

21 
 

22 
 

Practical 
Spirituality 

Class 6:30 p.m. 
 

23  

Meditation 
Group 10-11 a.m 
contact Carolyn 

585.5350 
�
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24 
 
 

�

25

 
Christmas 

Day 

26 

 

27 Service          
           11:30 a.m. 
 

 
 
 
 

28 29 
 

Practical 
Spirituality 

Class 6:30 p.m. 
 

30 

Weds Night 
Gathering  
6:30 p.m. 

 

31 

New Year's 
Eve 
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ADVERTISE! 
 
Let your spiritual community know about the services and products you provide.  We want to support you!  You are invited 

to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, which reaches over 300 people.  Please provide camera-ready art and a 
check for $25 to the church office (or any Board member) for the January issue by December 15th.  

Questions? Call 909-866-7100 
 

 

 
 
 
 

��
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This newsletter is being sent to someone who is loved and respected. 
 
Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment 
A Religious Science Community 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
 

 
 
 

Sunday Service:   11:30 a.m.  

Address:     578 Bonanza Trail  
Big Bear Lake (across from Little Greenhouse, next door to MaMa Bear’s Vitamins) 

 
 

Phone:  909-866-7100 
Fax:      909-866-7100 
 

You can email at: 
bvcse@earthlink.net 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.bvcse.org 
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