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Sunday Services, 5:00 p.m.  42324 North Shore Drive, Big Bear Lake  

(St. Columba’s Episcopal Church on North Shore Drive, ¼ mile east of Stanfield Cutoff)
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
909-584-2040, Email:  bvcse@earthlink.net.  Website: www.bvcse.org
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Dear Ones, 
We did it!!  We found a home 

of our own.  And thanks to the 
generosity of our congregation, we 

had enough money in our Building Fund to make the down 
payment and fund various fix-ups requirements.  Then two of 
our members (Marla Henrich and Marty Lipp), contributed 
$150,000 each to fund the rest of the purchase so we didn’t 
have to go to the bank for a mortgage.  Instead we will be 
making payments to them. 

Many thanks go to Nancy Walker & Bill Hazewinkel who 
donated their commission, as well as managing all the 
complicated details of the sale, to Sherry McDaniel who 
worked through the Conditional Use Permit and other city 
processes.  Our new member, Liz Harris, was very helpful in 
facilitating the City processes. 

We will move our church office to the same building 
which will consolidate all our space payments into one place.  
The site at 578 Bonanza Trail, across the street from Little 
Greenhouse, and right next door to Mama Bear’s Vitamins and 
Summit Dental. We have parking agreements with those 
businesses.  We will have a nice flat parking space and 
entrance which will be great in our winter months.  We also 
have a big kitchen and back decks and back yard to especially 
enjoy in the summer months. 

Our target is to be ready to move in for our Candlelight 
Service on December 21st.  This means we can now go back to 
morning services.   Hooray! 

God bless you, 
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Please join us in December

Dec 7th   Spirit Speaks 
Revs. Don & LaVonne Walsh 
5:00 p.m. – Episcopal Church 

Dec 14th  It’s a Wonderful Life    
John Grandi 
5:00 p.m. – Episcopal Church 

Dec 21   Candlelight Service  
In our new home at 
578 Bonanza Trail ! 
11:30 a.m. 

Dec 28th The Message of Peace 
    Rev. Dr. Bradley Winch 

578 Bonanza Trail 
11:30 a.m. 

Our purpose is to inspire and nurture spiritual growth by accepting a loving, all inclusive 
community through teaching, healing, and serving, for the highest good of all.  

We are the Mind of God knowing, the Heart of God loving, and the Hands of God serving.
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Your Chance to be a Chairperson  
of a Very Special Group…..  

The Chair Committee!!! 
  
Have you wanted to feel a part of our new home, but 

haven’t had a chance to quite dig in yet?  Well, here’s 
your big opportunity!  Chairs are always a big expense 
when a church is setting up for God’s business, at least 
when a large number have to be purchased out of church 
funds. But each one only costs $54.23 (delivered to our 
church) and we would like to give our friends a chance 
to buy their own! These chairs are very comfortable, 
contoured and cushy with extra padding!   

If you are able and would like to become a 
“chairperson,” please make out a check for $54.23  to 
BVCSE for each chair you would like to purchase and 
give or mail it to Suzie Curtis-Kopolow, P.O. Box 
135100, Big Bear Lake, 92315. 

 If you would like to dedicate a chair “in honor of” 
or “in memory of,” please include that info and it will be 
put next to your name in our newsletters. Each month we 
will add to the list.  So step right in, pull up a chair and 
let’s see what it’s like to have ownership in our new 
journey forward! 

Current Chair People 
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Message from the Board 

The Law of the Garbage Truck

Here’s a story my Mom received over email. I 
heard her talking about it and thought it sounds a lot like 
the way some smart humans approach life.  Here’s the 
story: 

“One day I hopped in a taxi and we took off for the 
airport. We were driving in the right lane when 
suddenly a black car jumped out of a parking space 
right in front of us. My taxi driver slammed on his 
brakes, skidded, and missed the other car by just inches! 
The driver of the other car whipped his head around and 
started yelling at us. My taxi driver just smiled and 
waved at the guy; and I mean, he was really friendly.  

“So I asked, 'Why did you just do that? This guy 
almost ruined your car and sent us to the hospital!' This 
is when my taxi driver taught me what I now call, 'The 
Law of the Garbage Truck.' 

“He explained that many people are like garbage 
trucks. They run around full of garbage, full of 
frustration, full of anger, and full of disappointment. As 
their garbage piles up, they need a place to dump it and 
sometimes they'll dump it on you. Don't take it 
personally. Just smile, wave, wish them well, and move 
on. Don't take their garbage and spread it to other 
people at work, at home, or on the streets.  

“The bottom line is that successful people do not 
let garbage trucks take over their day. Life's too short to 
wake up in the morning with regrets, so...... 'Love the 
people who treat you right. Pray for the ones who don't.' 

“Life is 10% what you make it and 90% how you 
take it.” 

That’s something we dogs really understand.  We 
don’t take things personally.   Well, maybe except the 
love stuff, we take that very personally…   

Life is good, all the time…

Loveya, 
�
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Practitioner’s Corner  

My Christmas Message 

There is nothing new I 
or anyone can teach you.  
Your practitioners may set 
the tone and the ministers 
you experience may set the 
example.  The teachers you 
listen to may create the 

environment, but your experiences and how you 
perceive and respond to them determine your paths into 
understanding.  Our paths are individualized and we are 
at many different levels of acceptance, but at this point 
in time our paths are in harmony, moving together and 
growing together by Divine design. 

I like how we create seasons, not just spring, 
summer, autumn or winter but as we travel through the 
calendar year we recognize seasons of peace, growth and 
renewal, harvest and abundance, thankfulness and 
gratitude and back into peace once again. As we walk 
through, over and around every event, situation, or 
circumstance that presents itself we stretch and grow. 
We become more than we were before.  And then we 
find faith and information from within that tells us we 
are even more than that! 

We are creators.  Our combined consciousness has 
brought us to this very special moment in our human 
time. As I write this, we are in escrow purchasing our 
church home.  Make no mistake. This couldn’t happen 
without Spirit orchestrating our desires into 
manifestation. Spirit is operating in and through several 
people and every heart that wishes our spiritual 
community well.  

On our behalf I’ve had several conversations with 
God about this building. I’ve been careful to say, “Thank 
You” for the comfortable, warm and inviting space 
that’s been provided. I accept it serves our community 
well. But more than our comfort – I assured God we 
would use this gift to make available to all, a place of 
love and acceptance. In the serene rooms I promised, we 
would help people find the power and wisdom within 
themselves so they may enhance their lives and grow in 
awareness of Truth and Love. I expressed our desire to 
be beacons of love and compassion through our 
community and beyond.  

And then, I think I asked Him not to forget the 
comfortable chairs and new lectern, and Oh, Yes, the 
two ovens we’ll need for pot lucks. I might have 
mentioned the landscaping, a Zen garden and perhaps a 
wedding gazebo after we get grass next spring. Then 
there is the lighting, the signs, and the fencing we’ll 
need. She indicated it would all arrive in Divine right 
time. (Everything in its season.)  

Now as we bring with us the season of Thanksgiving 
and the feelings of gratitude we step into the new season 
of Christmas, which means celebrating the Christ.  In 
this season we celebrate the gifts of Christ awareness.  
As we open every gift we discover order, wisdom, 
abundance, health, joy, prosperity, strength, comfort, and 
peace. And even more, we discover ourselves, and our 
limitless potential and our ability to change and create. 
This Christmas we lend our consciousness to the 
Universe, we send our love around our earth and we 
accept our blessings and gifts, as we know there is Peace 
of Earth and It begins with us! Merry Creating and 
Happy Receiving to all and to all a great life! May your 
truth be revealed in gentle and loving ways. 

And so It is! 
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Your Practitioners 

Carolyn Dawley  
888-584-2040 

Sally Cornett
936-5284 or 866-3456 

�

These loving souls are available to support you in prayer 
for any challenges you might be facing. 

Our wonderful practitioner, Carolyn Dawley, has 
been holding meditations for 13 years; guess how good 
she is at it! We meet at 10:00 on Wednesday mornings. 

Her home is at 816 Mountain Lane in Big Bear City 
and is easy to find, please call Carolyn at (909) 585-
5350 or Suzie at (909) 584-7747 if you would like 
directions. Life is all about making choices and this is 
such a rewarding choice to make. 

�

Your Church Board 

Officers

Judy Farry, President   584-1525 
Suzanne Klump, Secretary   338-9362 
Bradley Winch, Treasurer  866-5960

Members at Large
Bobbie Egelund    547-8404 
Julie Grandi    585-6528 
Leslie L’Heureux   585-9862 
JoAnn Mark    584-7332 
Sherry McDaniel   866-4028 

Board Advisors
Suzie Curtis   584-7747 
Carolyn Dawley   585-5350 
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Your Contribution Dollars at Work 
 in Big Bear! 

On October 28th  your BVCSE tithe of $500 
was presented as the kick-off for the Big Bear City 
Professional Firefighters Association's collection 
drive for donations toward their Christmas 
shopping spree at Kmart for underprivileged 
children.  100% of all donations go toward this 
event.   

 The Healthy Start Program (through the 
school district) selects children from kindergarten 
up to 7th grade to participate in this experience.  
They are chosen based on certain criteria -- the 
children must be well behaved and have good 
grades, in addition to coming from needy 
families.   

 Capt. Dave DeLay of the Bear City Fire Dept. 
advised us that in the past there have usually been 
25-35 children.  This year, however, the 
Association believes they may have 35-50 

children due to the current economic situation.  The Firefighters Association strives to have approximately $100 per child for 
this occasion.  The children are paired up with fire personnel and are taken to Kmart for their holiday shopping spree 
sometime during the first two weeks of December.  Capt. DeLay shared how truly touching it is to watch these children pick 
things out, usually for their brothers, sisters or parents.  He said the firefighters sometimes have to make sure that the child 
actually gets something for him or herself! 

What a wonderful way for us all to begin the holiday season!! 
Happy Holidays, 
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October Financials

Collections   $  4,399 
Other income   $  7,693 
Total  income   $ 12,092 
Expenses              ($  8,790)

Net income   $   3,302 

October Attendance 

   Adults  Children 
 Oct  5th       31          0 
 Oct 12th         28          0 
 Oct 19th      23          0 
 Oct 26th        38          0 
   
  Totals    120                 0 

Avg.   30         

We wish to keep our Community advised of our Church's 
financial picture and to thank you for your generous support 

  

December Birthdays 
       

Sally Cornett    Dec 1 
Tabetha Johnson   Dec 2 
Leslie L'Heureux   Dec 17 
Sue Klump    Dec 24 
Helene Erickson   Dec 29 

Your Newsletter Crew: 
Sherry Noone   The Nag (aka, editor) 
Julie Grandi   Layout  
Sandy Morrell  Distribution & website 
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Our Yoga Classes 

Dedicated to the 
Divine Spark Within

What a great year it 
has been in Spirit of 
service. I have enjoyed 
sharing Sadhana (spirit-
ual practice) in class 

with you.  
As we approach the New Year and our new home we 

will begin mid-day classes on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
11:00 to 1:00. 

A class for beginners focuses on an extra gentle 
approach to awakening and integrating body, mind and 
spirit, gently building strength and alignment. A second class 
will be offered for those who continue to grow in their 
practice allowing them to be challenged in a supportive way.  

With the new daytime schedule, I see a great opportunity 
to utilize the outdoor space in the summer!  

My desire is that every class be a joyful experience. "It is 
a practice to be understood in the doing, so come join us and 
awaken your inner guru!” 

Thank you all for your continued Love and support –  

Joy and Blessings,  OM 
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Why Yoga? 

 Yoga is the discipline of conscious living, designed to 
balance and unite mind, body and spirit. Yoga teaches that 
we have not only a physical body, but a body of energy or 
life force. This invisible energy is called Prana in Sanskrit 
and is the source of all life. The purpose of Yoga is to open 
the windows of the mind, and to awaken every cell of the 
body and brain to reflect and magnify the energy that comes 
to it from the surrounding universe.  

Many westerners think Yoga is a single practice of 
physical postures known as Asanas. Asana means "seat,”  so 
an Asana is a posture or a seated connection through which a 
relationship to the earth is established. All Asanas are part of 
a system called Hatha Yoga (the physical branch of Raja 
Yoga) developed as a vehicle for mediation. Hatha Yoga 
prepares the body, particularly the nervous system for 
stillness, calming and quieting the mind so we can connect to 
our innermost selves. It is a way of attuning ourselves to the 
gift of being alive. 

“Through Yoga postures we can remove or relieve the 
congestion in the nerves or vertebra and permit the free flow 
of life energy.” 

Paramhansa Yogananda 
�

December Speakers 

We are in for a real treat this month.  Read on to see 
what we have in store with all our wonderful guest 
speakers! 

Revs. Don & LaVonne Welsh 
December 7th

SPIRIT SPEAKS 

Rev. Dr. Don 
Welsh and Rev. 
LaVonne Welsh 
are a husband/ 
wife ministry 
team.  

Following a 
23-year career in 
commercial 
broadcasting, 
primarily as an 
announcer, Dr. 
Don began his 
full-time ministry 
in 1988, serving the Ventura County Church of 
Religious Science in Ventura, California, the Miami 
Church of Religious Science in Miami, Florida, and until 
August 1, 2007, the Antelope Valley Church at the 
Center of Light in Lancaster, California.  

Dr. Don has served as President of United Clergy of 
Religious Science, Chairman of the UCRS Eastern 
Summer Conference, Secretary of the UCRS 
International Board of Trustees and later the Transition 
Team CORE Council.  He served various years at the 
annual Summer Conference at Asilomar as conference 
emcee, workshop presenter, spotlight speaker and 
meditation leader.  He recently served as a UCSL 
Ecclesiastical Representative.  In 2006 he received an 
honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from UCSL 

He and his wife, Rev. LaVonne Welsh, received 
guidance through a meditation visioning, in which Spirit 
spoke and she saw the words “Spirit on Wheels.”  They 
began an “RV Ministry” and for the past year they have 
been traveling and doing guest speaking around the 
country. 

Rev. LaVonne is a minister, professional actress 
(SAG and Actor’s Equity), a casting consultant, has 
starred in over 100 plays, musicals and revues and 
hosted two radio shows.  She also has a Master’s degree 
in Consciousness Studies from the Holmes Institute.

They both teach Science of Mind workshops and 
classes and are enjoying their RV Ministry.  They have  
4 children and 8 grandchildren. 
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John Grandi 
December 14th  

IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE 

John Grandi’s expression 
that he “flunked retirement” has 
been a boon for Big Bear.  He 
writes a popular human interest 
and theatrical column called Stay 
Tuned for the local paper.  He is 
very active in community affairs, 
and a popular Master of 
Ceremonies often thought of as 
“Mr. Big Bear.”  John is active in 

the Bear Valley Hospital Foundation, the Big Bear Lake 
Rotary Club, the Bear Valley Arts Council, and the 
Community Arts Theater Society.   

John recently did an Evening with John Grandi & 
Friends at the Performing Arts Center in which he told 
stories of growing up as son of Italian immigrants in the 
depression and war years.  They were broke, but never poor.  
His comment is, “We had nothing, but everything,” and 
those childhood values helped shape his “wonderful life.”  
So the famous Jimmy Stewart Christmas movie seemed the 
perfect theme for this talk. 

John was raised Catholic and then discovered 
metaphysics 37 years ago at the Encino Community Church.  
He says it was metaphysics that taught him the love of God, 
instead of the fear of God – and literally changed his life.  
While he has no formal training in metaphysics, he’s been 
surrounded by people who do and has “soaked it up” and 
lives the principles.   

Over the past 25 years he’s had close relationships with 
people steeped in the principles and has learned from such 
friends as Dr. Fletcher Harding, Dr. Beverly Gaard, and even 
his mother-in-law Bobbie Hunsaker and aunt-in-law, Edith 
Lois Carter, not to mention his wife who is often introduced 
as “Saint Julie.” 

High Spirits - December 21st  
SPECIAL CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

We hope to 
celebrate our 2008 
Candlelight Service 
in our new home at 
578 Bonanza Trail 
if all the work gets 
done.    

It will be our Christmas present.  Stay Tuned! 

Rev. Dr. Bradley Winch 
December 28th

THE MESSAGE OF PEACE 

Our beloved Bradley Winch 
is an ordained Minister of 
Spiritual Peacemaking a noted 
International Scholar, published 
scientist, businessman, lawyer, 
lecturer, educator, author and 
award-winning publisher.  He  
was an Exchange Scientist in 
the Soviet Union in 1963-64. 

Bradley has, since 1971, 
been publishing activity-driven 
books to help students, Grades K-12, develop social, 
emotional, ethical, and peaceful conflict resolution 
skills.  His books have been translated into more than 35 
languages and are in distribution around the world.  In 
2002 he formed Personhood Press:  Books for All That 
You Are! to publish books on anger management, 
peaceful conflict resolution/ psychology/self-help/ 
Spirituality/relationships. 

Bradley’s current dedication is empowering children 
(and adults) worldwide to develop strong social, 
emotional ethical, and peaceful conflict resolution skills. 
His goal is to create a peaceful, loving, esteeming world 
filled with people who live from the “inside/out,” 
understanding that in all situations the “choice” is theirs. 

Most recently he co-authored the 101st book of 
Chicken Soup for the Soul Series:  Chicken Soup for the 
Soul – Stories for a Better World. 

He is on the Advisory Board of Friends of Fawnskin 
(a group of interested citizens who are striving to protect 
endangered species and the environment), and is 
Treasurer of our Church.  Bradley lives in Fawnskin, 
with his beautiful, talented wife Cathy and their dog 
Shyloh.  He is currently also running for the Mayor of 
Fawnskin, and we can all vote for him, even if we don’t 
live there – watch for news of his fundraisers!  

A CAROLING WE GO!!!!!!! 

Everyone loves to sing Christmas carols and this 
year we have a special treat for our carolers---a sneak 
peek at our new home!!! We will gather at 5:30 PM on 
Thursday, December 11th, at our church, 578 Bonanza 
Trail (next to Mama Bear’s Vitamins and across the 
street from The Little Green House). Then we will head 
off to carol at the DOVES Shelter and the SNF unit at 
our hospital.  Treats will be shared after as we 
fellowship for the first time and share the Spirit of 
Giving with our new home. 

Fun WILL be had by ALL! 
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Carolyn’s Farewell Speech to Rev Diane 

What can I 
say about a lady 
who hates broc-
coli and has led us 
down a path of 
finger food pot 
lucks, destroying 
our diets for the 
past 36 months! 

How do I 
express the fear I 
felt when after 

telling all of us she can't cook?  She then invited Suzie 
and me over for lunch and persuaded us to serve three 
more years as advisors to the board over a tasty salad.  
I have, however, heard some concern over whether or 
not Lee will thrive on turkey and artichoke dip. 

We have grown to understand her itchy feet and 
the lessons in flexibility she has taught us.  Oh, she's 
been a shaker and a mover all right ~ let's remember, 
she moved to Big Bear, she moved her mom five 
times, she moved our church twice and now she is 
moving away!  That last move has really shaken things 
up.  Now, in all honesty, we shall always remember the 
good times we have all had.  From "Always Patsy 
Cline,” through the Christmas greens, on to the 
Alaskan Cruise and into the many classes Diane has 
taught.  As our Spiritual leader Diane has always been 
there when someone took ill or found themselves in 
trouble.  She's been a teacher, a mediator, a healer, and 
a counselor.  Her example of patience and calm has 
always been a blessing.  Most of all, Rev. Diane has 
been a friend to each and every one of us.  It's easy to 
see she really cares for all people and our earth and all 
the animals, too.   

You must know ~ we first met Rev. Diane on 
Easter Sunday the year we were looking for a new 
minister.  She already knew she was to be our new 
minister, but, because of the slow careful process I 
took us on, we didn't hire her until October.  During 
that time we visioned for the perfect minister, we 
prayed for the perfect minister, and although Spirit had 
to send her to us three times, we finally chose the 
perfect minister! 

At first I thought of Rev. Diane as our "bridge over 
troubled water."  She was strong and experienced.  She 
is a great healer.  She identified our need for our own 
home and spent many hours and days investigating 
properties for us.  She even considered selling her 
home and buying one for her and us to share!  Rev. 

Diane set many of us on the path of finding our new 
permanent home.  I know I have peeked in the 
windows of every empty building on the Boulevard 
ever since we left the Masonic Lodge.  Nancy, Judy, 
Leslie, Suzie and I all became accustomed to seeing 
property in terms of level access, parking spaces, and 
handicapped bathrooms.  

I find it spiritually amazing that Diane left for Bali, 
where Spirit spoke to her, and told her it is okay and 
time to be still and silent for this time in her life.  Like 
saying your work is done for now, mission 
accomplished, time to rest ........the very day she left 
for Bali, Sherry McDaniel took me into the little white 
building on Bonanza, our perfect home, which is in 
Divine process right now. 

Looking back, it is fascinating to see how Spirit 
orchestrates everything that happens.  I now realize 
that Rev. Diane was not only our "bridge over troubled 
water," but our teacher, our example, and our leader.  
She has been our bridge to the future.  She lifted us and 
led us to the threshold of our possibilities!  We just 
want to say thank you for the wonderful journey and 
wish you all that is good and loving in your future. 

ADVERTISE! 
  

Let your spiritual community know about the 
services and products you provide.  We want to support 
you!  You are invited to advertise your business in our 
monthly newsletter, which reaches over 300 people.  
Please provide camera-ready art and a check for $25 to 
the church office (or any Board member) for the January 
issue by December 15th. Questions? Call 909-584-2040 
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This newsletter is being sent to someone who is loved and respected. 

Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment 
A Religious Science Community 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 

Sunday Service:  St. Columba’s Episcopal Church  
Address:   42324 North Shore Drive, Big Bear Lake (1/4 mile east of Stanfield Cutoff)
Time:  5:00 p.m. 

Church Offices: 
502 W. Big Bear Blvd. 
Big Bear City, CA 92314 

Phone:  909-584-2040 
Fax:      909-584-2040 

You can email at: 
bvcse@earthlink.net

Visit our website at:
www.bvcse.org
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