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Sunday Services, 5:00 p.m.  42324 North Shore Drive, Big Bear Lake  
(St. Columba Episcopal Church on North Shore Drive, ¼ mile east of Stanfield Cutoff)  

P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
909-584-2040, Email:  bvcse@earthlink.net.  Website: www.bvcse.org 
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Rev. Diane Borcyckowski 

 
 

There is a classic teaching tale from the Buddha who 
once counseled a wealthy householder.  The man’s 
problem was that he just could not give or even share 
any of his wealth or possessions.  This was a clear-cut 
metaphor for his inability to “let go” in any area of his 
life.  In this teaching tale, as the Buddha shows the 
stingy householder how to train himself from the outside 
in, the Buddha appears to be an early and intuitive expert 
in the benefits of constructive behavior modification. 

Buddha instructed the rich householder to begin by 
thinking of his two hands – right and left – as being 
separated and disconnected; then he told him to practice 
generosity by taking a coin in his right hand and giving 
it to his left.  Once the householder learned to part with a 
small coin, from one pocket to another, from one hand to 
another, the Buddha told him to experiment with larger 
sums of money. Eventually the man began to cultivate 
letting go, generosity and nonattachment.  As he became 
accustomed to parting with the money, the Buddha told 
him to soften his hardened heart and better use his riches 
by making gifts – first small, then larger – of his money 
and possessions to family members, then to friends, and 
finally to beggars and strangers. (I guess they didn’t 
have non-profit organizations back then).  Through this 
practice of dana – giving – this man became much 
happier, freer, more content, and beloved by all. 

This teaching reminds me of the prosperity lesson I 
received from my own first spiritual advisor and 
minister, Dr. Carlo DiGiovanna.  You see, I was trained 
to be “a dollar giver” in church.  Of course, that was 
when I was a little girl – and my parents gave me the 
dollar to boot!  When I left home, I didn’t even attend 
church for the longest time.  Later, when I came upon 

Dr. Carlo’s Religious Science Church, in my adulthood, 
I became deeply involved in class work and 
volunteerism – yet, I still possessed my child 
consciousness of giving when it came to money.  

One Sunday, I sat next to someone new and as the 
collection plate went by I squished up my dollar in my 
hand and placed it in the plate.  My eyes fell upon my 
neighbor’s donation as it dropped in the plate just before 
mine, and it was a check for $500.00!!! I about fell off 
my seat!  I thought to myself “this guy has got to be 
rich…wow, must be nice.”  My next thought was – “I’m 
going to find out what this guy does for a living… 
maybe he’s in show business and maybe he’s a director 
and maybe I could audition for him…etc.”  Well, after 
the service, I sidled up to him at the bar – the coffee bar 
that is – and started a conversation.  He was very sweet 
and kind – much too sweet and kind to be a Hollywood 
bigshot.  I finally got around to asking him what he did 
for a living.  Are you ready for this??? He ran a street 
sweeper for the city!  “How could he afford to give so 
much money I wondered?  I probably make more money 
than he does and I can’t afford….” 

The next day, I was doing some volunteer data 
inputting on the computer for Dr. Carlo in the church 
office so I took the opportunity to “confess my sin.”  
Here was my introductory lesson to building a prosperity 
consciousness: 

First I was told not to condemn myself for my 
skimpy giving style and was taught to conceive of the 
church as a business. Zap! Of course the church has a 
mortgage, light bills, employees, etc., etc.  I swear to you 
– it never even crossed my mind that the church had bills 
to pay in order for the door to remain open for me to 
show up there every day and be fed. 

Next, Dr. Carlo suggested I start small (like the 
Buddha taught the householder).  I told Dr. Carlo that 
was not a problem; I was an expert at starting small.  He 
said, “how about 2% of your weekly income?”  I gulped.  
Seeing that my face was as green as my dollar bill, he 
said – “how about double what you give now?”  “Sure, I 
can do that,” I exclaimed.  Then came the clincher…  “Is 
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double a stretch for you?” he asked not knowing the 
amount of my regular “gift.”  I literally hung my head 
and said, “Uh, no…”   “Then you decide what would be 
a stretch,” he said.  The sum of $10 a week came to 
mind and before I could stop them, the words were 
uttered.  (You betcha $40.00 a month was a stretch to 
me!)  And what would happen when there were five 
Sundays a month!  (You do the math).  As if I didn’t 
know, I then asked Dr. Carlo, “What happens when I’m 
not able to make it to church on a given Sunday.”  Two 
words came out of his mouth: “Mail box.”  – DUH! 

He then told me that if I committed to that giving 
plan, I was sure to receive a stretch right back from the 
Universe.  “But,” he cautioned me, “You must never, 
ever go backward on that commitment, no matter what.”   

I left Dr. Carlo’s office that day feeling very excited.  
My head was spinning with ways that the Reciprocal 
Universe would reward me for my new found 
generosity.  And guess what happened!? I lost my job 
that week working for an orthopedic doctor.  I scurried 
back to Dr. Carlo and told him what he could do with his 
Reciprocal Universe theory.  He just smiled and said, 
“Must be something better on the way.”  That Sunday, 
sweating profusely, I dropped $10.00 in the collection 
plate, as Dr. Carlo winked at me.  The next Monday, I 
interviewed for a new job as a medical transcriptionist 
that ended up paying me 1-1/2 times as much money as I 
was making before!  Very soon afterwards, I began 
giving 2% of my new, bigger salary.  A gazillion years 
later, I still shock myself at tax season every year to see 
the total on the charitable giving line to church and other 
organizations.  I will admit, when I saw that figure for 
the first time, that year I learned this principle, I thought, 
“Geez, I could go to Europe 3 times on that.”  But, I 
reconsidered - Europe wouldn’t be half as fulfilling to 
me as “giving till it feels good.”  And believe me, I’ve 
upped that percentage, and I will NEVER, EVER go 
back.  In fact, my goal now is to tithe 90% and live 
affluently on 10%.  So there! And so it is. 

 
Infinitely Multiplied Gratitude & Love, 

��������	���������	���������	���������	�� ���
����

Please join us in August 
 
August 5th  A Sense of Direction 
 

August 12th The Shroud of Turin –  
What Does It Mean? 

 

August 19th  Widening the Circle of Experience 
 

August 26th  Honoring Our Creative Imagination  
Guest Speaker – Art Harriman 

     
 
 

Practitioner’s Corner 
 

Desire-Ask-Believe-
Receive 

  
Are you a worrier? We all 

are to a certain extent, some 
more than others, and it's 
always the worst possible 
outcome to the situation that 
comes first to mind.  Worrying 

is the greatest thief of time and energy.  I have several 
friends who can soar from distress to disaster in five 
seconds.  They wallow not only in their own problems 
but in anyone’s troubles as if they can only worry 
enough the situation will change.  When asked just why 
they worry, what they achieve from all the stress, the 
answer is "it's just in my nature, it's the way I am.”  
These friends do not want to realize, let alone recognize 
their true nature, that they are children of the Infinite 
Spirit, created in the Image and Likeness of God. 

Often when we stew, we think we are doing 
something positive about the problem.  At least we're 
thinking about it, not ignoring it and pretending it's not 
there.  In reality, we're setting off an escalating spiral 
that can ruin an entire day (or weeks on end) for 
ourselves and all those in our vicinity.  Then our worst 
fears come to pass and we can say "See, I told you so.  I 
knew this would happen.”  Matthew 8:11.....”Go thy 
way; and as thou hast believed, so it is done unto thee...” 

If you find yourself fretting, worrying and in fear 
over an issue, be it financial, physical, relationships, etc., 
instead of working yourself into a frenzy, stop.  Stop and 
take a deep breath.  Stop and count to ten.  Stop and take 
a minute or five and think about everything that is 
humming along smoothly in your life.  Then have a 
conversation with the Divine Wisdom, the Infinite Spirit, 
God.  Turn within.  You can call it praying or meditating 
or communicating with that which is greater than 
yourself ... a Higher Power.  You can get down on your 
knees, stand with your arms reaching to the heavens or 
just sit quietly.  You can use lots of words, pouring out 
your heart, or simply say, “Help.”  Try it.  See the 
results. 

One of the most ancient and universal truths is: state 
your desires, affirm and claim God's help even before it 
is given, and release.  Lift up your worries and cares, 
turn them over and let the Infinite Presence of truth, 
goodness, love and grace shine forth.  "And let the peace 
of God rule in your heart.... ." Colossians 3:15.  There is 
an abundance of amazing grace always ready, 
willing, able, and available if we simply ask, believe 
with absolute faith in our desires and needs and we will 
receive. 

Need a little extra help?  Call your Practitioner, 
Minister, or a trusted friend who will help you stand in 
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the truth.  Your inner Wisdom, the Infinite Intelligence 
within will guide you to the solution, lead you in the 
right direction, and provide the correct answers.  Every 
time -- in all situations!  You are not powerless to 
control your future.  Desire-Ask-Believe-Receive. 

  
Affirm 

I put my trust today in the Divine Presence that 
dwells in me and that faith provides the Substance and 
the Wisdom for my right action.  God's love and 
givingness is ever available to me in whatever form I 
need; emotionally, physically, economically, mentally 
and spiritually.  So I accept every idea that rightfully 
enlarges my understanding and the returns I receive.  I 
employ ideas of truth and goodness so there can be no 
other effect except peace and harmony in my life, my 
affairs and my experiences.  There is only One Life, One 
Mind and it's All God.  I change my life by changing my 
attitude of worry to the realization that I am one with all 
Wisdom that lights my way. God rules my heart and all 
my affairs.  I begin now to embody emotionally and 
imaginatively what I desire to experience. I am confident 
of success.  I give thanks for all my blessings.  I release, 
I let go and I let Spirit lead the way. I lift myself up on 
the inside and let God change the outside. It is so, and So 
It Is. 

  
Your Practitioner, 
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Sherry and I recently 
received a letter from an old 
friend who is relocating back to 
Southern California after 17 
years in Katmandu, Nepal.  This 
is a woman who went there on a 
trip, was intrigued by the culture, 
and moved there to teach and 
then to do whatever she could to 

stay there.  She has trekked the Himalayas, gone down 
the Mekong Delta (by herself), survived political unrest 
and the slaying of the entire royal family, and has 
traveled throughout the world every 6 months when it 
was time to renew her visa.   

We have laughed hysterically as she has shared her 
re-entry to “civilization” -- being stymied and confused 
by modern conveniences such as setting up a phone for 
her home, purchasing a cell phone, dealing with cable 
people, figuring out water sprinkler settings and 
navigating a myriad of other things we here in California 
take for granted even if they do annoy us at times.  Our 
friend has spent years living day to day in a culture that 
lives that way, sometimes wondering if it is safe to go 

out or if the rebels will take over the city. Now, she is 
frustrated to be dealing with the simple but annoying 
things we all deal with here at home. 

I think that sometimes we forget that there are other 
things worse than what we are experiencing.  We get 
caught up in the simple frustrations rather than the big 
things that really should grab our attention.  Maybe it is 
a survival mechanism because the other things are too 
big or painful to contemplate.  Perhaps we simply have 
gotten used to sweating the small day-to-day stuff. 

In the more than a year that we have been attending 
and being part of this wonderful church home, there 
have been a lot of transitions from having a new 
minister, moving our home twice and now determining 
where we will go next—asking what we are to do to 
grow as a church and a movement to spread the light of 
our belief throughout the mountain community. 

Sometimes, however, I think we simply need to sit 
back and contemplate what we are and the value of what 
we have and can do.  Getting caught up in the flurry of 
activity sometimes wears us out as we also try to 
contemplate our future together.   

Now, we are moving into a time where we are facing 
as a board and a church, our future -- where we will be 
and how we will grow.  It will be easy to get caught up 
in the small stuff that so wears us out and makes us tired, 
rather than keeping our sights on the ball, our future and 
our growth. 

In our Cypress church we used to have a small ritual 
which was recited on Sundays.  It went like this: 

 
Be still and know that I am God 

Be still and know that I am 
Be still and know 

Be still. 
Be 
 

I wish for all of us in this exciting time to learn to 
Be, to keep that inner peace that will move us forward, 
over and around the small stuff, to a greater future 
together in our wonderful church. 

And So It Is! 
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Your Church Board 
 

Officers 
 

Judy Farry, President   584-1525 
Margo Stewart, Vice President   584-7637 
Suzanne Klump, Secretary   338-9362 
Jan Sloan, Treasurer   866-0652 

 
Members at Large 

Paul Penardi    585-2673 
Bradley Winch    866-5960 
Rev. Diane Borcyckowski  

Home Office:   366-0016 
                Cell:    831-7370 
 
 

Your Practitioners 
 

These loving souls are available to support you in 
prayer for any challenges you might be facing.  

 

 
Carolyn Dawley  

585-5350 
 
 

Sally Cornett  
936-5284 or 866-3456 

 
 

August Birthdays 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Jane Hewitt 
Ila Holmes 
Don Meline 

   Sherry Noone 
    Margo Penardi 

      Mark Westling  
 

Congratulations! 
To our own Paul Penardi 

Who was selected as 
Rotarian of the Year (2006-07) 

 

 
        We’re proud of you Paul!�

 
 
 

Bear Valley Center for  
Spiritual Enrichment 

 
 
 
 
A Religious Science Community 

 

 
Our purpose is to inspire and nurture spiritual growth 
by accepting a loving, all-inclusive community 
through teaching, healing, and serving for the highest 
good of all. 

 
 
 
 
 
We are the Mind of God knowing, the Heart of 
God loving, and the Hands of God serving. 

 

Many are the ways all of us pray to One God. 
 

    
   

June Financials 
Collections    $ 8,142 
Other income   $   465      
Grand total    $ 8,608 

Expenses              ($ 7,409) 
 Net income               $ 1,199 

 
34 Average Attendance 

June 3       25 
June 10      29 
June 17    41 

                  June 24   42  
  

 
We wish to keep our Community advised of our 
Church's financial picture and to thank you for your 
generous support. 
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Cruise News  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ahoy!    Last Chance to Register for the Cruise! 
We are sailing August 24th through 31st!  Check out 

www.seacruises.com/spirit  for details. 
 

Just a reminder for all the ‘spiritual cruisers’: 
 
You must have a passport OR an original birth 

certificate with you! 
 
 
 
 

Auction! 
 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 30th 

for our super-duper annual Person-to-Person auction!  
This is our biggest fundraiser of the year, and is always 
so much fun.  It is also potluck Sunday, so you can eat a 
wonderful meal, and sign up for all the silent auction 
items you wish to bid on!  

 A lot of excitement is always generated by the live 
auction items, which are kept to a minimum in the 
interest of time.  Put your creativity to the test, and come 
up with some really fun items you would like to donate, 
both products and services are welcome.   

Some of last years items include: 3 loaves of 
Margo’s famous dill bread, 2 night getaway at a 
beautiful condo on Catalina Island, “Fawnskin 
Progressive Dinner for 6”, gift certificate for a massage, 
4 hours of audio/video service donated by Paul Penardi, 
custom made jewelry, hand crafted shawls, computer 
services donated by Bob Kopolow and much more!   

Do you have a time share you can’t use this coming 
year, or know someone who does?  Are you friends with 
a restaurateur in town who might want to donate a 
dinner?  Please email Nancy Walker with your donation 
items at:  innatfawnskin@charter.net as soon as possible 
so she can make up the silent auction sign up sheets, and 
prepare the live auction items. 

New Members 
 
Join us Sunday, August 12th as we welcome the 

following new members to our church: 
 

Debbie Cannon 
Bobbie Egelund 
John Egelund 

Judy Farry 
Donna Fisher 
Rachel Grant 
Sheryl Kral 
Chris Mass 

 
They will be celebrated during the service with a 

ceremony symbolizing the importance of their presence 
in our Church Family.  After church services we will 
have a finger food luncheon to welcome our newest 
members. 

 

Easy Fundraisers 
 
Don’t forget to go through the church’s website at 

www.bvcse.org to shop at Amazon.com.  The church 
receives a percentage of whatever you purchase as a 
donation.  

We are also now linked up with Staples.com – also 
found on our website.  So all you busy business people 
in our community – whenever you need to order office 
supplies, furniture etc. – please do it through our 
website.   

Staples delivers your order free if it is over $50 and 
usually has next day service.  The church office just 
purchased $140 worth of supplies and will receive 
almost $8 for that order.   

Imagine if everyone in our church ordered office 
supplies every month through our website, how much 
easy money that would be for our Church!!!  

 
www.bvcse.org 

then…. 
click on Amazon.com 

 
 

Church member Julie Grandi bears testimony to this 
service.  She ordered something about 8:00 at night, and it 
showed up the next day on her doorstep!  Great service, 
Staples…�
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August 2007                                   
 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 
 
 

 

 

 
1 

Meditation 
Group 10-11 am 

Lane contact 
Carolyn 
585.5350 

 
 

2 3 4 

5  Service 5 pm 

A Sense of 
Direction 

 
 

6 7 8 
Meditation 

Group 10-11 am 
Lane contact 

Carolyn 
585.5350 

 
 

9 

 
10 11 

 

12  Service 5 pm 
 

The Shroud 
of Turin - 

What Does It 
Mean? 

 

Birthday & 
New Member 

Sunday 
 

Finger-food 
potluck 

13 
 

14 
15 

 
Meditation 

Group 10-11 am 
Lane contact 

Carolyn 
585.5350 

 

16 
 

17 18 
 

19  Service 5 pm 
 

Widening the 
Circle of 

Experience 
 
Meet and Eat 

Sunday 
 

20 
 

21 
 

����

Meditation 
Group 10-11 am 

Lane contact 
Carolyn 
585.5350 

�

23 

�
24 

Alaska 
Enrichment 
Cruise with 
Rev. Diane 
& Dr. Lee 
8/24-8/31 

 

25 
 

26 Service 5 pm 
  
Guest Speaker 
Art Harriman  

 
Honoring Our 

Creative 
Imagination 

 

27 28 ���

Meditation 
Group 10-11 am 

Lane contact 
Carolyn 
585.5350�

30 31  
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Meet our Sponsors 

 
ADVERTISE! 

 Let your spiritual community know about the services and products you provide.  We want to support you!  You are 
invited to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, which reaches over 300 people.  Please provide camera-ready 
art and a check for $25 to the church office (or any Board member) for the August issue by July 15th. 

Questions? Call 909-584-2040 
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This newsletter is being sent to someone who is loved and respected. 
 
Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment 
A Religious Science Community 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
 

 
 

Sunday Service:  St. Columba’s Episcopal Church  
Address:   42324 North Shore Drive, Big Bear Lake (1/4 mile east of Stanfield Cutoff) 
Time:  5:00 p.m. 
 

Church Offices: 
502 W. Big Bear Blvd. 
Big Bear City, CA 92314 
 

Phone:  909-584-2040 
Fax:      909-584-2040 
 

You can email at: 
bvcse@earthlink.net 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.bvcse.org 
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